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Believer Baptism 

The Lord’s Supper—Communion 

(First Sunday of every Quarter, Christmas and Easter) 
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M i n i s t r y  o f  t h e  S a c r a m e n t s  
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H i c k o r y  G r o v e  C h u r c h  P r a y e r  

C i r c l e  

Prayer Request:  First notify Pastor, Ken Smith 

   574-826-4307 Home 

   574-722-0173 Pager 
 

If unavailable, contact  Sherry Hantschel, Coordinator 

   Primary: 574-965-4711    Alternate: 574-808-9538 

   E-Mail: dshantschel@gmail.com 
 

Prayer Circle participants are contacted either via direct email from the coordinator or by 
telephone calls from the following Area Captains: 
 

Cindi Anderson  574-686-3202 

Gary & Martha Reedy 574-943-3887 

Helen Hanna  574-965-2783 

Jean Barnes  574-583-8723 

Jo White    574-965-4143 

Judy Crowel  574-965-2775 
 

When the Spirit moves you, a Believer, to participate in the Prayer Circle, please contact the 
Coordinators and you will then be notified when a prayer need arises. Please join us in the 
ministry. 

S u n d a y  S c h o o l  O f f i c e r s  

Superintendent Tami Veach 

Secretary Jo White 

Treasurer Roxann White 

Vacation Bible School Co-Chairs Susan Hill and Leisha Hill 

S u n d a y  S c h o o l  C l a s s e s  

Win-A-Couple 

Hickory Helpers Class 

Dreamers Class 

Young Adults 

Grades 9 & Above 

Holy Soldiers Class-Grades 6, 7 & 8 

Grades 3, 4 & 5 

Jr. Department—Grades 1 & 2 

Ages 4 thru Kindergarten Class 

Primary Department  -   Age 0-3 
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H i s t o r y  

The original name of our church was Union Christian Church on 
Rattlesnake, an organization that came into being in 1868. The 
cemetery just south of the present church building was 50 years old 
when the church was erected in 1875. 

A 1913 acetylene light plant explosion set the church on fire and in 
1915 the church was remodeled  - a basement was placed under most 
of the building and a large Sunday school room added. 

The Union Christian Church on the Rattlesnake evolved into a New 
Light Christian Church. In 1931, with the merger of the 
Congregational Churches, we became Hickory Grove Congregational 
Christian Church. 

The parsonage was built in 1947 and the first full-time pastor was 
called. In 1951, Wilbur Crowell willed the church an 80 acre farm. In 
1957 the church added a modern kitchen, additional classrooms, and 
restrooms. Stained-glass windows and carpet were added in 1960. 

The Congregational Christian Church and the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church merged in 1957 to form the United Church of 
Christ, thus we became Hickory Grove United Church of Christ in 
1961.  

The park located behind the present building includes a shelter 
house, basketball court, playground, footbridges and a dam to 
convert Rattlesnake Creek into a baptismal pool. Outdoor services, 
family reunions and various church activities make use of this area. 

A handicapped ramp and a parking lot were constructed in 1989 and 
in 1995 the church basement was remodeled. 

On October 7, 2004 we withdrew from the United Church of Christ 
and became Hickory Grove Church, non-denominational. 

In 2010 we completed a 20 foot expansion to the south end of the 
building and added new handicap accessible restrooms. 

8:30 Intercessory Prayer  

9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

Nursery Available 

S u n d a y  M o r n i n g  S e r v i c e s  
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H i c k o r y  G r o v e  C h u r c h  

G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g s  2 0 1 6  

C o m m i t t e e s ,  G r o u p s ,  &  O f f i c e r s  

Group Frequency Date Time Comment 

Deacons Monthly 
3rd Monday of 

the Month 
7:00 PM  

Women’s  

Fellowship 
Monthly 

1st Wednesday 
of the Month 

7:00 PM 
No Meeting in  

Jan or Feb 

Bible Study Weekly 

Every Wednes-
day, but the 
first of the 

Month 

7:00 PM 
Does not meet 

June, July, August, 
and December 

Praise Team  

Rehearsal 
Weekly 

Every Wednes-
day, but the 
first of the 

Month 

5:30 PM  

Finance Committee 
General Budget for 

2016/2017 

As  
Required 

2017 Budget by 
Sept. 15th, 

2016 
 

Time to be  
Announced 

Nominating Com-
mittee for Officers 

for 2017 

As  
Required 

By  
September 
15th, 2016 

 
Time to be  
Announced 

Nominating Com-
mittee for Sunday 

School Officers for 
2017 

As 
Required 

By  
September 
15th, 2016 

 
Time to be  
Announced 

Golden Agers’ Monthly 
1st Wednesday 
of the Month 

11:30 
AM 

Luncheon Meeting 
(No meeting in Jan 

or Feb) 

Circumstances may dictate that meeting dates, and/or the times be changed, added 
or canceled. Should you require confirmation of a meeting date, time or place, please 

contact the respective officer listed elsewhere in this handbook. 

W o m e n ’ s  F e l l o w s h i p  O f f i c e r s  

President Leisha Hill 

Vice President Gloria Heber 

Secretary Brenda Johns 

Assistant Secretary  

Treasurer Vicki Criswell 

Chorister  

Librarian  

W o m e n ’ s  F e l l o w s h i p  E v e n t s  

Family Night 

Carry-In Supper 

Sunday, March 6th, 2016 

6:00 p.m. 

Devotions:  

Program:  

Kitchen: All Officers 

Tables: All Officers 

Drinks: Gloria Heber  

Mother~Daugher~Friends  

Banquet 

Saturday, May 7th, 2016 

6:00 PM 

Program:  

Decorating:  Surprise 

Dining Room:  

Clean-Up:  

Drinks:  

Chef: Kenny Hill 
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2 0 1 6  C o m m i t t e e s  C o n t i n u e d  

Pianist Lonetta Felz 

Praise Team Trina Smith, Chair 

Lonetta Felz 

Judy Miller 

Publicity Amy White-Spitzer & Brenda Johns, Hickory 
Switch 

Amy White-Spitzer, Web Site 

Social Committee 

(Easter and Fall Party) 

 

Storage Room Clean-Up Not Assigned ~ All Church 

Sunday School Nominating Al Sickler 

Leisha Hill 

Caleb Bowlin 

Ushers Rotating Sunday School Classes 

Youth Council Sponsors 

Ken Smith 

Jamie and Melanie Campbell 

Chad and Danielle Wharff 

Vicki Sickler 

Brenda Johns 

Kenny and Susan Hill 

Angie Altman 

Video Bryan Felz, Chair 

Alan Sickler 

 

7 4 

C a l e n d a r  o f  E v e n t s  

Date Event Time 

January 14th Quarterly Business Meeting 7:00 PM 

March 6th Family Night (Fellowship, Carry-in, Talent Show) 6:00 PM 

March 20th Palm Sunday Worship 10:00 AM 

March 24th Maundy Thursday 7:00 PM 

March 25th   Good Friday   

March 27th Easter Sunday Sunrise Service 7:00 AM 

April 14th Quarterly Business Meeting 7:00 PM 

May 7th Mother~Daughter~Friend Banquet 6:00 PM 

May 8th Mother's Day Recognition   

May 29th Sunday School Promotion Day 10:00 AM 

June 19th Father's Day Recognition   

June 20th-24th Vacation Bible School 6:00-8:00PM  

July 14th Quarterly Business Meeting 7:00 PM 

October 13th Quarterly Business Meeting 7:00 PM 

  Reports Due for 2017, Budget for General Funds   

  Nomination for Official Board Officers   

  Nomination for Sunday School Officers   

October 15th Craft-Bazaar and Breakfast TBA 

November 5th Ham and Bean Supper 5:00-7:00 PM 

November 23rd Pie and Praise 7:00 PM 

December 11th Christmas Celebration 10:00 AM 

December 24th Christmas Eve Service 10:00 PM 

December 31st Prayer Service at Church 11:00 PM 

December 3rd Red Kettle Day TBA 

December 4th Christmas Caroling TBA 

August 13th Ice Cream Social 4:00-6:00PM 

April 1st-2nd Fusion (Youth Retreat) Marion, IN TBA 

May 6th-7th Never Too Young (Youth Retreat) Marion, IN TBA 
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H i c k o r y  G r o v e  C h u r c h   

2 0 1 6  

O f f i c i a l  B o a r d  

&  C o m m i t t e e s  

OFFICIAL BOARD 

Pastor Ken Smith 

Moderator Ron Felz 

Clerk Vicki Sickler 

Assistant Clerk Pam Simons 

Treasurer Brenda Johns 

Financial Secretary Albert Heber 

Deacons Ron Felz (16) 

Alan Sickler (16) 

Gloria Heber (17) 

Ron Simons (17) 

Cindi Anderson (18) 

Rob Hill (18) 

Trustees Brice Crowel (15) 

Kenny Hill (16) 

Jim Mikesell (17) 

Missions and Outreach Kevin Lashbrook 

Pastor/Parrish Relations Not Active 

Women’s Fellowship President Leisha Hill 

Sunday School Superintendent Tami Veach 

2 0 1 6  C o m m i t t e e s  C o n t i n u e d  

Auditors Pam Simons & Roxann White 

Audio  Shannon Kelly, Travis Rubeck  

& Ivan Veach 

Bible Memorial Committee Ruth Crawn, Chair 

Sara McManus 

Choir Director Not Active 

Christmas Decorating Vicki Sickler, Chair 

Vicki Criswell,  Sherry Hantschel 

Christmas Party Jean Barnes, Gloria Heber, and Cassie Evans 

Church Nominating Committee Cindi Anderson,  Chair 

Shannon Kelly, Judy Miller and Mary Smerdel 

Easter Decorating Vicki Sickler, Chair 

Vicki Criswell, Sherry Hantschel 

Financial Board Albert Heber, Chair  

Brenda Johns, Treasurer 

Brice Crowel, Trustee 

Jeff Crowel, Member-at-Large  

Melanie Campbell, Member-at-Large 

Music Committee Trina Smith, Chair 

Judy Miller 

Lonetta Felz 

Organist Judy Miller 

Mission & Outreach Kevin Lashbrook, Chair 

John Bowlin 

Shelly Bowlin 

Brenda Johns 

Chad Wharff 

Hickory House 

(Parsonage) 

Trustees 

Pastor Parish  

Relations Committee 

Currently Inactive 
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