H i c ko r y G r ove C h u r c h

September

2017
Annual Ice Cream Social
Mission & Outreach Committee

Upcoming Events

September
5th-Youth Group
6th-Golden Agers
6th-Women’s Fellowship
9th-Craft Day
12th-Youth Group
13th-Bible Study
17th-Trap Shoot/
Carry-in at Sam &
Brenda Johns home
17th-Nursing Home
Service
18th-Deacons Mtg
19th-Youth Group
2oth-Bible Study
26th-Youth Group
27th-Bible Study

This year’s Ice Cream Social was held on August 20th. Free will donations were
collected to benefit the Idaville Fire Department raising $2,360! Several members of the fire department came out with trucks and gave the kids a ride and let
them play with the water hose. This is always a fun day and we really appreciate
all who attend and help put it on. A special thanks goes out to the fire department
for all that they do in our community!
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PASTOR’S PEN
‘ G O D D O E S N ’ T R U N I N T H E FA S T L A N E ”
This is the same title I used for a ‘Switch Letter’ and a ‘Message Title’ many, many years ago.
I was reminded of it as I read the Monday August 21st devotion in Our Daily Bread. It starts out,
and I quote: “We’ve created more information in the last five years than in all of human history before it, and it’s coming at us all the time.” (Daniel Levitin, author of
The Organized Mind: Thinking Straight in the Age of Information Overload.) “In a sense,” Levitin
says, “we become addicted to the hyperstimulation.” In today’s environment of media bombardment,
it becomes increasingly difficult to find time to be quiet, to think and to pray.” Author of the article
in Our Daily Bread was David McCasland.
I don’t know how many years ago my article and message were given, but it is obvious we as a people have not changed our environment or our habits in this regard. I do not remember who authored
the following statement, but it still rings true: “If there is a king of this world it is entertainment, and
if there is a queen, it is sports.” Add to that Facebook, texting, tweeting, email and other stuff I am
sure I do not even know about. It is all a recipe for destruction of the church as we know it. Attending a local church has gone from being a priority to most Christians to a priority to a few and an option to most. Understand: God is not into competing for our attention. He is there for us if we want
to come to Him on His terms.
If we think we will hear from God while screaming from the bleachers at a ball game or whileholding onto the rollercoaster with white knuckle disease for fear of flying over the top, we need to rethink the equation. If we think God will speak to us while driving 80 miles per hour down the road
while texting our children of the dangers of texting, we need think again. If we don’t think God understands that in our fast-paced lifestyle we don’t have time for Him, for church activities, to go to
Sunday School and Bible Study and all that meaningless church stuff .... we are mistaken. He does
understand; he understands we have our priorities lined up with the things of this world and not the
things of God.
Genesis 3:8 “Then the man and his wife heard the sound of
the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord
God among the trees of the garden.”
Jesus understood it! Luke 4:42 NIV “At daybreak, Jesus
went out to a solitary place . (NLT-an isolated place; ESV - a desolate place; NAS - a secluded place;
HCS-a deserted place; NHE -an uninhabited place; GWT -a place where he could be alone).
The people were looking for Him and when they came to where He was, they tried to keep Him from
leaving them.”
I am fully convinced the hope of the body of Christ lies in training up our children in the way of
the Lord. (Prov. 22:6) They should not be considered the church of tomorrow; they are the church of
today. Grandparents, do all you can. Parents of the children, the bulk of the responsibility in training up the children lies with you.
Many may realize this is my last Hickory Switch Letter. You may ask, “Pastor Ken, when are you
going to catch up with society? Why don’t you get real? Pastor Ken, when are you going to get off
this platform?” The answer: “When I move to Davis Cemetery.”

Pastor Ken

September ‘17

Hickory Switch
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Hickory Grove Church

SUN

9714 N 700 W
Delphi, IN
46923

Phone:
DE L P HI ,
574-965-2731
Ken Smith,
Pastor

3

MON

4

TUE

5

WED

6

THU

7

11

Youth Group

Golden Agers
Women’s
Fellowship

12

13

18

14

Bible Study

19

20

21

Melissa Nacke
Dick Marion

Tami Veach

Nursing
Home
Service

Deacon
Meeting

Youth Group

Bible Study

24

25

26

27

Helen
Hanna
Jim Mikesell

Jamie &
Melanie
Campbell

Youth Group

2

8

9

Craft Day

Youth Group

Trap
Shoot/Carry
-In at the
Johns Family Home

1

15

16

22

23

29

30

Brice & Judy
Crowel
Mike & Jackie
Schroeder

Kevin
Lashbrook
Isaac
Lashbrook

Pastor Ken
Smith

Arleen
Stangle

17

SAT

Sam & Brenda Kim
Johns
Christiansen

Roy Dunn

10

FRI

28

Bible Study
Page 3

IN

Check out our website at www.hickorygrove.info
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Women’s Fellowship August 2nd, 2017
Minutes submitted by secretary, Brenda Johns.

Secret Sister Reveal Tea will be August 26th at
2:30 p.m. More information will be disclosed
President Leisha Hill opened meeting with
later.
prayer. Leisha Hill provided refreshments as we Leisha Hill asked about the upcoming Matrix
shared in fellowship. Leisha gave devotions on
Walk. Brenda Johns reported that it would take
her grandchildren’s dog being lost and then replace August 26th at 9 a.m. Lonetta Felz moturning home. We all know how much Leisha
tioned to give $100 toward the walk and Gloria
loves her animals! We had a nice time sharing
Wharff 2nd motion.
with each other. There were 10 women present. Motion carried.
Cards were passed to be signed for sick and shut
It was reminded that the Brunch and Bazaar will
ins and our military service men.
take place October 21st and we will collect Thank
Minutes provided by Brenda Johns were reOffering in November.
viewed and approved from the July 5, 2017 meet- Our meeting was closed with prayer.
ing. Pat Cotner made motion to accept the minutes and Gloria Wharff second motion. Motion
carried.
Vicki Criswell gave treasurer report with a balance of $401.05 at August 1, 2017.
The material Aid committee reported on the
items collected for Camelot. They will take to
them this month. Pat Cotner reported that the

Golden Agers
Submitted by Sherry Hantschel
Lonetta and Ron Felz were very gracious to open
their home to the Golden Agers and serve a wonderful luncheon on August 2nd. We asked Ron Felz
to say grace over our meal.
After our meal Ann Bowman had devotions. She
read "Bring Your Worries To The Lord" from Daily
Devotions on Facebook. It goes as follows;
Bring your worries to the Lord,
Lay them at his feet,
Close your tired eyes,
Feel Heaven's sweet peace.

There's no pain you can feel,
That he hasn't felt too.
Close your eyes in the Lord,
Sleep, breathe, and rest....
He sees you when you are alone....
At your worst....and at your best.
Don't tell God you have a big problem.
Tell your problem you have a big GOD!
Ann then read ' LOVE' from " DEAR LORD, THEY
WANT ME to GIVE the DEVOTIONS"
Bob Tobey closed our meeting with a prayer.

Bring your tears to the Lord, He will dry them one
by one,
Lovingly kept, Until your days are done.
Bring your hurt to the Lord,
He once took abuse for you,

Next month our luncheon on Sept. 6th, will be held
at USA Family Restaurant, at 12:00 noon.

Page 5

Se ptem ber 20 17

For The Young At Heart

Hickory House News
HICKORY HOUSE DOORS OPEN SEPTMEBER 5!

WHO: All youth in grades 6-12, and all young adults of college age
WHAT: Weekly youth group gatherings designed to be interactive, open, and thought-provoking
WHEN: Tuesday evenings 6:30pm-8:00pm (college age welcome on first Tuesday of each month)
WHERE: Hickory House, across the road from Hickory Grove Church
WHY: Because youth need their own place to discuss their own views and issues and ask their own questions
in an environment created just for them
MORE INFO: Youth do not have to attend Hickory Grove Church, or any other church, to be members of the
group. There is no minimum attendance requirement. Our membership is made up of youth from various
school districts. This group stands for inclusion, honesty,
and respect. If you attend even one time, you are family.
Melanie & Jamie Campbell lead the high school group.
Melissa Nacke leads the middle school
group. All three have a strong connection with the members and value the relationships built
within the walls of Hickory House. All three have experience dealing with difficult topics and
current events. And all three have the best interest of the
youth in mind at all times.
If you any questions, please contact Melanie anytime. **
hickoryhouse46923@gmail.com ** (574) 601-8189.

HICKORY GROVE
CHURCH

9714 N 700 W
Delphi, IN 46923
Phone:
574574-965965-2731
Ken Smith, Pastor

The friendly church at the
side of the road!

Cards and Visits
People who may appreciate your cards, prayers and visits:
Ann Conrad
111S Wayne St.
Flora, In 46929-1362
Dee Davis
306 S Illinois St.
Monticello, IN 47960
574-583-7234

Wanda Gayer
Parkview Haven,
101 Constitution Dr.
Francesville, IN 47946
574- 583-6533
Bud & Arlene Stangle
1104 Foxwood Ct # 105
Monticello, IN 47960

Don Dill
White Oak 814 S 6th Street,
Roger Stewart
Monticello IN 47960
322 South East Street
Tipton, IN 46072

Have something you want to share...
If you have any minutes to meetings, class party info or anything
you think the rest of us might enjoy hearing about, please get it to
Amy or Brenda. We can be reached at:
Amy White-Spitzer
605 Hanawalt St, Monticello, IN
47960
574-870-0793
whispi@comcast.net

Brenda White-Johns
9457 W 650 N, Delphi, IN
46923
574-965-2795
johns4@ytci.com

In Your Moment of
Need...
In your moment of
need please feel free to
call:
Pastor Ken Smith
Phone: 574-826-4307
Pager: 574-722-0173
Or one of our Deacons:
Ron Felz
574-965-4239
Rob Hill
574-686-2092
Alan Sickler
574-943-3236
Ron Simons
574-943-3382
Gloria Heber 765-564-4386

Sundays in Review...
Did you miss a Sunday recently? No
problem, you can now borrow a taped
copy of the Sunday service! Copies are
made every Sunday to be distributed to Shut-ins or
those who were absent for whatever reason. Just
contact anyone from the church, and they can get
you a copy!

