H i c ko r y G r ove C h u r c h

Happy Father’s Day

Upcoming Events

June
7th-Golden Agers
7th-Women’s Fellowship
17th-Women’s Prayer
18th-Nursing Home
Service
19th-Deacon’s Meeting
26th-30th-Vacation
Bible School

Memorial Day Tribute
Memorial Day brings the American Legion out to
the cemeteries in Carroll County. They start their
route in Delphi and usually arrive at Hickory
Grove Cemetery between 9 – 9:30. It is always
impressive to see the entourage of vehicles and
motorcycles coming up the road with the flagmen
and gunmen who volunteer as part of the ceremony. After the bugle sounds and the 21 gun salute is given, they load up and head to the next
cemetery to honor another fallen veteran. Wherever you choose to spend Memorial Day, please
remember to honor those who fought for our freedom.
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PASTOR’S PEN
ALL THINGS NEW
It has been announced at Business Meetings and from the pulpit that the Pastor is retiring. Now
to really make it official, it is being announced in the Hickory Switch, the official monthly newsletter
of the Hickory Grove Church. Some people say they hate to see us go while others say they are happy
for us. One thing you learn in life is that no one lives forever; at least not on this earth. It is a changing of the seasons of life.
Some have said ‘we will never have anybody like you again’. Now that can be interpreted two ways.
One is we can’t find someone like you. The other is we really don’t want somebody like you. Well,
God has all things under control. He told you what He was up to in the book of The Revelation to
John 21:5.
He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!" Then he said,
"Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true."
It also comes down to: Do you see the glass as half full or half empty? Do you view it as an opportunity to make some positive changes and growth, or a negative time of gloom and doom? It is all in
the eye of the heart and how we approach the situation. Someone shared with me a saying that made
sense. “If God had made two of you exactly alike, He wouldn’t need one of you.” Pastors are like all
people, we are all different.
Statistics about changing pastors show it usually leads to a new surge in growth. What happens is
when a new pastor comes, people come to church because it is someone new and they want to hear
what he has to say. It’s just like when a new restaurant opens, people want to try it. It gives the
church body an opportunity to invite people saying: “Hey, we have a new pastor, please come worship with us.” God has someone in mind that will be different; He didn’t make two of any of us. It is
well known that I am digitally and mentally challenged with the computerized world. (And I don’t
care because I don’t want to learn.) There is a pretty good chance the new pastor will have a smart
phone. Really? Hopefully, that person will stay off Fake Book, I mean Hate Book, I mean Facebook.
Did I really say that? Yes! However, for those that are into that, you might get your prayers answered.
There is much good that can be done electronically with projectors and screens. I see it when I
visit other churches while on vacation; I realize the blessings of it. I once asked a pastor friend of
mine if he kept his people appraised by email of his condition while he was in the hospital. His response was: “No, I use my phone.” I learned from him there is a phone system that he can call and it
will record what he says and then call every phone that is on the list programmed in and play the
message. I had no idea. If I had known that I could have used it to call everyone at 7:00am and remind them that Sunday School starts 9:00am. Aren’t you glad I did not know how?
Some pastors get to talking about things they accomplish on computer systems, at the same time
someone leans over to me and gives me the interpretation of what they just said. This digital age is
not bad; it is just that bad people use it as well as good people.
I trust you will be looking forward to the next pastor coming and leading you on in following Jesus.
You see this change is not about me and it’s not about you. It is about Jesus and sharing His love
and salvation with others. Remember the song: v1 “Have Thine own way Lord, Have Thine own
way, Thou art the potter I am the clay, Mold me and make me after Thy will, While I am waiting
yielded and still. v2 Have Thine own way Lord, Have Thine own way, Search me and try me Master
today, Whiter than snow Lord wash me just now, As in Thy presence humbly I bow. v3 Have Thine
own way Lord, Have Thine own way, Hold over my being absolute sway, Filled with Thy spirit till all
can see, Christ only always living in me”. George C. Stebbins, 1846-1945
Hang on and enjoy the journey!

~Pastor Ken
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Hickory Switch

SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

Hickory Grove Church

1

9714 N 700 W
Delphi, IN
46923

Phone:
DE L P HI ,
574-965-2731
Ken Smith,
Pastor
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FRI
2

Katelyn Evans

4

5

6

Aaron &
Melissa
Nacke
Ann
Bowman

Al & Gloria
Heber

7

8

Travis &
Jennifer
Rubeck

Chad Wharff
Sidney Wharff

SAT
3
Jordan
Campbell

9

10
Kenny &
Susan Hill

Golden Agers
Women’s
Fellowship
11

12

13

14

Pastor Ken &
Tori Nacke
Jaslyn Medley Trina Smith
Jennifer
Rubeck

15

16

17

Levi Jacob

Alan & Vicki
Sickler
Alan Sickler

Ian Wharff

Women’s
Prayer
18

24

Sam Johns

Audie & Ann
Bowman

21

Dorothy
Elston

Jeff Crowel

Robin & Kim
Christiansen
Judy Miller

27

28

29

30

John & Shelly
Bowlin

Clara Hill
Angie Altman
Gloria Heber
Roxie
Foerman

Jackie Johns
Steve
Heidrich

Deacon’s Mtg

25

26

IN

23

20

Nursing
Home
Service

Jaden
Parker

22

19

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Check out our website at www.hickorygrove.info
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Women’s Fellowship April 5th, 2017
Submitted By Brenda Johns
Women’s Fellowship meeting May 3, 2017
President Leisha Hill opened meeting with prayer.
Leisha also provided the refreshments. April Showers
brings May Flowers was the subject of our roll call.
We enjoyed open discussion about the different
flowers we liked and the story behind them. There
were only 9 present at our meeting but we had great
conversation and learned something new about each
other.
Sticking with the flower theme, Pat Cotner read a
story titled “The Water Bearer” and how the flowers
were watered by the pot that had a crack in it, reminding us that we may never know what we are
leaving in our path that will touch the lives of others.
Judy Crowel passed cards to be signed for the sick and
shut ins.
April minutes were provided by Brenda Johns. Pat
Cotner motioned minutes be accepted as provided.
Violet Hughes 2nd motion, motion carried.
Leisha Hill gave balance of treasury at May 1, 2017 of
$571.86 in Treasurer Vicki Criswell’s absence as she
was ill.
Material aid brought several suggestions for 2017, all

were discussed and the following were decided on:
Matrix diaper and wipe drive for May, Camelot in
June, Eastlawn School in August and Emmaus
dinner/bingo in December.
Mother-Daughter-Friend Banquet – All seems to
coming together. 46 reservations to date but at least
20
more known of. We could still use a few table decorators at this time. Tables will be set up and available
for decorating after May 10
th
.
Old business – Secret sister reveal is being planned
for August. Continue with Thank Offering to be taken
in November. Women 2 Women collection of books,
magazines, hotel samples, gently used blow dryers,
curling irons, nail polish, etc. accepted. Thank you
Don Hughes for being so good to deliver the items we
collect to them!
Reminder that VBS is in need of volunteers the week
of June 26-30.
Violet Hughes won the door prize this month. Congratulations Violet!
Ruth Crawn closed our meeting with prayer.

Golden Agers
Submitted by Sherry Hantschel
There were 12 Golden Agers in attendance for our May3rd luncheon. Don Hughes opened our luncheon with
prayer. As usual, the food was delicious!
Ann Bowman gave devotions.
Ann's first reading was in "Devotions for Springtime"~ author unknown." We've been quite busy on the farm!
We've had 46 babies born in less than 30 days. When I think of babies, I automatically know that spring is just
around the bend. And that makes for one happy farm woman! That means that feeding hay in the cold will
end, green grass will start to grow, and the reason for spring, ( the remembrance of Jesus Christ and Him crucified), will be coming into full sway. I take a look around me and I see His glory blooming and I wonder if the
world around me even recognizes the existence of God .How can one not see? His beauty is swaying in the
breeze of the new leaves upon the willow branches and reflecting in the ponds with new rains and the sounds
of little frogs singing their spring song. Even short stints of flurries that cover the ground where new lillies
have bloomed, is proof enough that God is in control of everything. I thank Him that even though I may not
know exactly where I'm going, that He can still guide my every day. When my path seems to be mired with
mud from that snow He sends, I still know that He is there holding me and still sends His presence to dwell
with me. I cannot exist without Him and His love for me. So, as this spring rolls around may we recognize the
little joys and blessings that He sends our way. His love is gentle. His love is kind. His love is new, gracious
and full of mercy. Thoughts to ponder today. Sleep well my friends, and pray often".
Ann's other devotion came out of a book entitled "DEAR LORD, They Want ME to Give the DEVOTIONS!" by
John D. Schroeder & Shane Groth.
The devotion was titled ' UNITY'. ....."For Christians, there is a sense of belonging and peace and security that
comes from our relationship with God and one another. Unity provides a sense of family and it gives strength
in facing challenges today and tomorrow. The good news is that we are not in this alone. Christ has conquered
death and made us His own, now and forever. He loves us more than we know and nothing can snatch us out
of his hand.
It's this wonderful unity we celebrate as Christians."
(Continued on page 5)
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For The Young At Heart

Golden Agers-cont.
REMEMBER:
Don't tell God you have a big problem.
Tell your problem you have a big God!
The luncheon was closed with prayer by Gary
Reedy.
Our next month's luncheon will be on June 7,
2017, at Cindi's house at 12:00 pm noon.

CHRISTIAN RADIO
S TA T I O N S
Submitted by Stephanie Felz
For those who may be interested in listening
to Christians music or Christian talk radio,
here are a few stations you
might tune into!
90.7 FM (Christian Talk radio)
100.1 FM (Christian music)
106.7 FM (Christian music)

YOUTH GROUP INFO
Submitted by Melanie Campbell
Youth Group is now on summer
break. Regular meetings will resume on September 5, 2017. Questions may always be directed to Melanie Campbell hickoryhouse46923@gmail.com or (574)
601-8189.

HICKORY GROVE
CHURCH

9714 N 700 W
Delphi, IN 46923
Phone:
574574-965965-2731
Ken Smith, Pastor

The friendly church at the
side of the road!

Cards and Visits
People who may appreciate your cards, prayers and visits:
Ann Conrad
111S Wayne St.
Flora, In 46929-1362
Dee Davis
306 S Illinois St.
Monticello, IN 47960
574-583-7234

Wanda Gayer
Parkview Haven,
101 Constitution Dr.
Francesville, IN 47946
574- 583-6533
Bud & Arlene Stangle
1104 Foxwood Ct # 105
Monticello, IN 47960

Don Dill
White Oak 814 S 6th Street,
Roger Stewart
Monticello IN 47960
322 South East Street
Tipton, IN 46072

Have something you want to share...
If you have any minutes to meetings, class party info or anything
you think the rest of us might enjoy hearing about, please get it to
Amy or Brenda. We can be reached at:
Amy White-Spitzer
605 Hanawalt St, Monticello, IN
47960
574-870-0793
whispi@comcast.net

Brenda White-Johns
9457 W 650 N, Delphi, IN
46923
574-965-2795
johns4@ytci.com

In Your Moment of
Need...
In your moment of
need please feel free to
call:
Pastor Ken Smith
Phone: 574-826-4307
Pager: 574-722-0173
Or one of our Deacons:
Cindi Anderson 574-686-2659
Ron Felz
574-965-4239
Rob Hill
574-686-2092
Alan Sickler
574-943-3236
Ron Simons
574-943-3382
Gloria Heber 765-564-4386

Sundays in Review...
Did you miss a Sunday recently? No
problem, you can now borrow a taped
copy of the Sunday service! Copies are
made every Sunday to be distributed to Shut-ins or
those who were absent for whatever reason. Just
contact anyone from the church, and they can get
you a copy!

