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Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events    

December 
 

3rd-Red Kettle Day 
4th-Christmas Carol-
ing 
5th-Kid’s Club 
6th-Youth Group 
7th-Golden Agers 
7th-Women’s Fellow-
ship 
11th-Christmas Pro-
gram 
11th-Chritmas in the 
Park 
13th-Youth Group 
17th-Women’s Prayer 
19th-Deacon’s Meet-
ing 
20th-Youth Group 
24th-10:00 PM Christ-
mas Eve Service 
31st-11:00Pm Prayer 
Service 
 
 

 

The Birth of Jesus 
2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of 
the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while
[a] Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to reg-
ister. 
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethle-
hem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He 
went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was 
expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be 
born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and 
placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 
flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not 
be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today 
in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 
Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying 
in a manger.” 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising 
God and saying, 

 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 
Lord has told us about.” 

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 
the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had 

been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered 
them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 

the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on 

whom his favor rests.” 
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I Timothy 6: 6-11 “But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and 

we can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. Those who want 

to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into 

ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have 

wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. But you, man of God, flee from all this, and 

pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness”. 

 

    When I think of the word “pursue”, I think I know what that means.  When “most” men go shopping for 

something, it means the hunt is on.  I don’t think about looking for other things, I’m thinking “FIND”.  I will 

hit numerous stores and then realize while I was at one of them there was something else I should have picked 

up.  It’s the old “me hunt, me find, me conquer” mentality.  Everyone stay out of the road until “me succeed”. 

    I think of the term also in game hunting.  It is hard telling how many countless hours I have spent pursuing 

game.  I could sit in a tree stand for hours because I was in pursuit.  I know when Trina and I were dating, I 

had to have driven my Dad to wits end.  Everything I did had an angle of how to spend more time with Trina.  

Let me tell you…I was in pursuit.  I had never had the feelings for anyone else that I had for her before. 

    Then it comes back to “But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 

love, endurance and gentleness”.  I have to ask myself the question: “Do I pursue God with the enthusiasm I 

pursue other things for”?  Do I approach the task with the same energy of: “Everyone stay out of the road until 

“me succeed”?   

A scripture jumped out at me the other day.  It was John 5:12-13.  “They asked him, "Who is the man who said 

to you, 'Pick up your pallet and walk '?" But the man who was healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had 

slipped away while there was a crowd in that place”.  Jesus just slipped away in the crowd.  It was in such a 

fashion that no one really noticed.  Could I possibly let Jesus slip away and never notice?  The answer obvi-

ously yes – if I am not mindful of his presence, if I am not working on my relationship with him, if I am sleep-

ing on the job.  I was not about to let Trina slip away from me.  Dad sat me down and told me all the draw-

backs of falling in love so young….but I didn’t listen to him.  No, not me, I was on a mission.  And I made it. 

So now I offer up this prayer. Dear Jesus, help me to pursue you with more energy and enthusiasm than any 

other thing on earth.  All the things of earth are perishing as I speak, you are the only thing eternal.  If I get too 

busy with other pursuits, please get my attention, remind me of what is “most” important.  May I even become 

a little concerned that if I don’t pursue you, if I am not that interested, you could slip away into the crowd and 

find someone who is interested in pursuing you.  Thanks for the promise that if I seek, I will find.   …me 

 

 
 
 

……...Pastor Ken        

CHRISTMAS  ON  A  SUNDAY ? ?  
 

 
   Now doesn’t that just beat all!  Can you believe it?  Once again, this year, Christmas falls on a Sun-
day.  Now that will throw a lot of wrinkles in some people’s plans.  How in the world does God expect 
us to have time for church with the business that comes on Christmas Day?  We have so much food 
to fix. Getting the kids dressed to go to Grandma’s.  We already need to go “over the river and thru 
the snow”.  OK, I am being facetious: treating serious issues with deliberately inappropriate humor; 
flippant.  But I already heard about it on the radio and people really are perplexed as what to do. 
Reminds me of a story in Luke Chapter 10:38-42.As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he 
came to a village where a woman named Martha opened her home to him. She had a sister called 
Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. But Martha was distracted by all the prepa-
rations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left 
me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!”“Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are 
worried and upset about many things, but few things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has cho-
sen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.” 
   What Jesus was getting at was “there is a life with the world and a life in the spirit.  Spending time 
in the spiritual world is always better than in the world of our lives”.  We often think of Christmas as 
spending time with family.  It is not really about spending time with family, it is about spending time 
with Jesus.  Not that there is anything wrong with family.  It is just that Jesus said: "Anyone who 
loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves their son or daugh-
ter more than me is not worthy of me. (Matt 10:37) 
   Jesus speaks about the marriage supper of the lamb.  “Then the angel said to me, "Write this: 
Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!" And he added, "These are the 
true words of God." (Rev 19:19)”.  You see we spend time with our natural families all year long; with 
our spiritual families, maybe, on Sundays.  Every Sunday for some, for some once a month, and yet 
for some, if we would be realistic, once every six weeks or every other month.   
   I long to spend time with the body of Christ, together in the same room, as often as we can, espe-
cially at Christmas – we’re family.   
   Ok, Ok, we all must make choices and priorities.  This year, may the body of Christ be a priority.  
May we rejoice with each other, on the morning we celebrate His birth,  He put the wheels in motion 
for the salvation of our souls. 
 
Merry Christmas, 
 
 
 

Pastor Ken        
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Phone:  

574-965-2731 

Ken Smith, 

Pastor 

December ‘16 

Check out our website at www.hickorygrove.info 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 2 3 
 
Sara 
McManus 
 
 
 
 
Red Kettle 
Day 

4 
 
Jo Dill 
 
 
 
 
Christmas 
Caroling 

5 
 
Mark Smerdel 
 
 
 
 
Kids Club 

6 
 
Gloria Wharff 
 
 
 
 
Youth Group 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Golden Agers 
Women’s  
Fellowship 

8 
 
Joe Schwartz 

9 10 

11 
 
Nancy  
Jacobs 
 
 
Christmas 
Program 
Christmas in 
the Park 

12 13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Youth Group 

14 
 
Jennifer  
Crowel 
Jim Pickett 
Audie  
Bowman 
 

15 
 
Kenny & Judy 
Miller 
Dan Foerman 

16 
 
Don & Violet 
Hughes 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Women’s 
Prayer 

18 19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deacon’s 
Meeting 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Youth Group 

21 22 
 
Jackie 
Schroeder 
 

23 24 
 
Gary Lantz 
Paul & Pat 
Cotner 
 
 
 
10:00 PM 
Christmas Eve 
Service 

25 
 
John Bowlin 

26 27 
 
Chuck & Sara 
McManus 
Thomas 
Anderson  

28 29 30 
 
Mary Ann 
Smerdel 

31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11:00 PM 
Prayer Service 
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Submitted by Sherry Hantschel 
On Wednesday, November 2, 2016, 14 Golden Agers met for lunch and a meeting at Cindi Anderson's house. 
Ruth Crawn asked the blessing for our meal.  After our delicious meal, we had devotions given by Sherry 
Hantschel. She read a o=poem from "50 Inspiring Poems" entitled 'My Bible and I'. After the poem, Sherry 
asked everybody to put on their thinking caps because she was going to ask Bible Trivia Questions. The group 
was very knowledgeable about the Bible! 
Helen Hanna said the prayer for dismissal. 
 

Our next meeting will be at Cindi's house on Dec.7, 2016, at 12:00, noon. 
 

Can you believe that the next meeting will be 18 days before Christmas?? Where did this year go? 

Golden Agers 

Women’s Fellowship-November 2nd, 2016 
Submitted by Brenda Johns 
Brenda Johns opened meeting with 
prayer. Acting President Lonetta 
Felz announced that Alicia Medley 
had refreshments ready. We shared 
in those while Alisha read her devo-
tions from Proverbs 25:11 “Like ap-
ples of gold in settings of silver is a 
ruling rightly given”.  Alisha chose 
roll call of what is our favorite ap-
ple. 6 women were present as most 
of our group had went on a bus trip 
that day. 
October minutes were taken by Lei-
sha Hill in Brenda’s absence. Ruth 
Crawn motioned that minutes be 
accepted as provided, Vicki Criswell 
2nd motion, motion carried. Treas-
urer report was provided by Vicki 
Criswell with a November 1, 2016 
balance of $1,622.07.  Cards for the 
sick and shut-ins were provided by 
Mary Black.  Mary has resigned 
from this position as she is going to 
attend church with her children 
and grandchildren elsewhere.  We 
thank Mary for her services and she 
will be missed. 
Material aid confirmed that the 
Christmas party at Emmaus would 
be Saturday December 3rd.  A list of 
menu items was passed for volun-
teers. We will be serving chicken 
and noodles, mashed potatoes, 
corn casserole, green beans, deviled 
eggs, etc. The material aid commit-
tee will be putting gup Christmas 
tree at the back of the church for 
bingo prizes. Currently 26 resi-
dents. 10 men, 10 women and 6 
children ranging from 10 to 14 and 
one 2 year old. Van will leave 

church promptly at 4 and plan to 
have dinner on the table at 5 for 
Emmaus residents. 
Fall Harvest committee report 
given by Brenda Johns.  Very happy 
with the turnout of items this year 
as well as those who attended and 
purchased. Thank you to all who 
sewed and baked and came up with 
such imaginative ideas.  The bazaar 
raised $1,088.  The breakfast 
brought in $282 with a profit of 
$221.  Thank you to Leisha and 
Charlie for packing all the left over 
items away! 
Leisha Hill had noted in agenda 
that a suggestion was made to have 
spring bazaar and serve soup. Dis-
cussed briefly but since those who 
came up with the suggestion were-
n’t present, we tabled for December 
meeting. 
Old business: Keep remembering 
your secret sister in prayer each 
day!  Thank offering was collected 
and will be collected again in De-
cember since so many of us absent. 
New business: Craft Day is Satur-
day, November 12 from 9 to 
9.Women’s Prayer Saturday No-
vember 19, 2016 at 8:30. 
Lonetta Felz brought up dollar 
amount to be spent on each Em-
maus child resident. Brenda Johns 
motioned to spend approximately 
$30 per child, Alisha Medley 2nd 
motion, motion carried.  Lonetta 
said that they generally buy paja-
mas, outfit and small toy or game 
for each child. 
There will be an ornament and 
cookie exchange at the December 

meeting.  Please bring 1 ornament 
in a gift bag or box and 2 dozen 
cookies. 
 
Submitted as part of Alisha Med-
ley’s women’s fellowship devotions 
at November meeting. 
The bible equates fit words with 
something that is beautiful and 
lovely so why should we treat 
what we say so lightly?  David 
prayed in Psalm 141:3, Set a 
guard over my mouth, Lord; 
keep watch over the door of my 
lips.  Let’s follow David’s exam-
ple and as we ask for God’s help 
to guard our mouths and im-
prove our words here are six 
things to ask ourselves: 
A – Are my words appropriate? 
A person finds joy in giving an apt 
reply and how good is a timely 
word! Proverbs 15:23 
P – Are my words pleasant? 
Gracious words are a honeycomb, 
sweet to the soul and healing to the 
bones. Proverbs 16:24 
P – Are my words pure? The 
mouth of the righteous is a fountain 
of life, but the mouth of the wicked 
conceals violence. Proverbs 10:11 
L – Are my words lovely? All 
spoke well of him and were amazed 
at the gracious words that came 
from his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s 
son?” they asked. Luke 4:22 
E – Are my words encourag-
ing? Anxiety weighs down the 
heart, but a kind word cheers it up. 
Proverbs 12:25 
S – Are my words soft? A gentle 
answer turns away wrath, but a 
harsh word stirs up anger. Prov-
erbs 15:1 
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Submitted by Melanie Campbell 
Youth Group will meet the following Tuesdays 
from 6:30-8:00pm at Hickory 
House: December 6, 13, 20.   College-age welcome 
on December 6th.  Meetings will re-
sume January 10. 
Winter Reminder: Youth Group will not 
meet if Delphi and/or Twin Lakes schools 
are cancelled, release early, or cancel af-
ter-school activities due to inclement 
weather. 
For more information contact Melanie Campbell 
hickoryhouse46923@gmail.com or (574) 601-
8189 

YOUTH  GROUP  INFO  

CHRISTIAN  RADIO  
STATIONS  

Submitted by Stephanie Felz 
For those who may be interested in listening to Chris-
tians music or Christian talk radio, 
here are a few stations you might 
tune into! 
90.7 FM (Christian Talk radio) 
100.1 FM (Christian music) 
106.7 FM (Christian music) 

For the Young at Heart For the Young at Heart 



    

Cards and Visits In Your Moment of  
Need... 

In your moment of 
need please feel free to 
call:                                                       
 

Pastor Ken Smith                             
Phone: 574-826-4307                    
Pager: 574-722-0173 

Or one of our Deacons: 
Cindi Anderson 574-686-2659  
Ron Felz           574-965-4239  
Rob Hill            574-686-2092 
Alan Sickler     574-943-3236  
Ron Simons     574-943-3382           
Gloria Heber   765-564-4386    

9714 N 700 W 
Delphi, IN  46923 

Phone: Phone: Phone: Phone:     
574574574574----965965965965----2731273127312731    

Ken Smith, PastorKen Smith, PastorKen Smith, PastorKen Smith, Pastor    

The friendly church at the 
side of the road! 

HICKORY GROVE HICKORY GROVE HICKORY GROVE HICKORY GROVE 
CHURCHCHURCHCHURCHCHURCH    

People who may appreciate your cards, prayers and visits: 

Ann Conrad 
111S  Wayne St. 
Flora, In 46929-1362  
 

Dee Davis 
306 S Illinois St. 
Monticello, IN 47960 
574-583-7234 
 
 

Don Dill  
White Oak 814 S 6th Street,  
Monticello IN 47960  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wanda Gayer 
Parkview Haven, 
101 Constitution Dr. 
Francesville, IN 47946 
574- 583-6533 
 
Joan Mikesell 
White Oak 814 S 6th Street,  
Monticello IN 47960  
 
 
Roger Stewart 
322 South East Street 
Tipton, IN  46072  
 

 
 

Have something you want to share... Sundays in Review... 

Brenda White-Johns 
9457 W 650 N,  Delphi, IN 

46923           
574-965-2795 

johns4@ytci.com 

Did you miss a Sunday recently? No 
problem, you can now borrow a taped 
copy of the Sunday service! Copies are 
made every Sunday to be distributed to Shut-ins or 
those who were absent for whatever reason. Just 
contact anyone from the church, and they can get 
you a copy! 

If you have any minutes to meetings, class party info or  anything 
you think the rest of us might enjoy hearing about, please get it to 
Amy or Brenda.  We can be reached at: 

Amy White-Spitzer 
605  Hanawalt St, Monticello, IN 

47960              
574-870-0793 

whispi@comcast.net 


