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Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events    

September 
 

6th-Youth Group 
7th-Golden Agers 
7th-Women’s Fellow-
ship 
11th-Car Show 
13th-Youth Group 
14th-Bible Study 
17th-Women’s Prayer 
19th-Deacon’s Meet-
ing 
20th-Youth Meeting 
21st-Bible Study 
27th-Youth Group 
28th-Bible Study 

 

Another great year at the annual 
Ice Cream Social!  $1,872 was 
raised at the August 14th event 
hosted by the Mission & Outreach 
committee to benefit the Idaville 
Fire Department.  At one point we 
had over 50 people sitting at the ta-
bles enjoying ice cream and each 
other’s company.    Thank you to 
those who contributed, both finan-
cially and of your time and efforts. 
Many hands made light work of 
putting the tables and chairs away 
afterward.  Thank you to the 
Idaville Fire Department who faith-
fully give up time on their Sunday 
afternoon to bring the fire trucks 
out to this event.  It is very much 
appreciated! 



Page 2  

PASTOR ’ S  PEN  

September  2016 

I Timothy 6: 6-11 “But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and 

we can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. Those who want 

to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into 

ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have 

wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. But you, man of God, flee from all this, and 

pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness”. 

 

    When I think of the word “pursue”, I think I know what that means.  When “most” men go shopping for 

something, it means the hunt is on.  I don’t think about looking for other things, I’m thinking “FIND”.  I will 

hit numerous stores and then realize while I was at one of them there was something else I should have picked 

up.  It’s the old “me hunt, me find, me conquer” mentality.  Everyone stay out of the road until “me succeed”. 

    I think of the term also in game hunting.  It is hard telling how many countless hours I have spent pursuing 

game.  I could sit in a tree stand for hours because I was in pursuit.  I know when Trina and I were dating, I 

had to have driven my Dad to wits end.  Everything I did had an angle of how to spend more time with Trina.  

Let me tell you…I was in pursuit.  I had never had the feelings for anyone else that I had for her before. 

    Then it comes back to “But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 

love, endurance and gentleness”.  I have to ask myself the question: “Do I pursue God with the enthusiasm I 

pursue other things for”?  Do I approach the task with the same energy of: “Everyone stay out of the road until 

“me succeed”?   

A scripture jumped out at me the other day.  It was John 5:12-13.  “They asked him, "Who is the man who said 

to you, 'Pick up your pallet and walk '?" But the man who was healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had 

slipped away while there was a crowd in that place”.  Jesus just slipped away in the crowd.  It was in such a 

fashion that no one really noticed.  Could I possibly let Jesus slip away and never notice?  The answer obvi-

ously yes – if I am not mindful of his presence, if I am not working on my relationship with him, if I am sleep-

ing on the job.  I was not about to let Trina slip away from me.  Dad sat me down and told me all the draw-

backs of falling in love so young….but I didn’t listen to him.  No, not me, I was on a mission.  And I made it. 

So now I offer up this prayer. Dear Jesus, help me to pursue you with more energy and enthusiasm than any 

other thing on earth.  All the things of earth are perishing as I speak, you are the only thing eternal.  If I get too 

busy with other pursuits, please get my attention, remind me of what is “most” important.  May I even become 

a little concerned that if I don’t pursue you, if I am not that interested, you could slip away into the crowd and 

find someone who is interested in pursuing you.  Thanks for the promise that if I seek, I will find.   …me 

 

 
 
 

……...Pastor Ken        

WHATEVER  HAPPENED  TO  A  DAY  OF  REST ?  

This Switch Letter is a continuation of the July & August Hickory Switch Letters.  If you did not read 
them, please go to hickorygrove.info and read them on line before proceeding with this one. 
    We’ve been exploring what the Bible says about the day of rest that God has established for His people.  
We realize these instructions do not apply to those who are not His people.  Each of us must decide if we 
are “one” of “His” people.  In the second letter we looked at one of the changes that happened in society 
that “enabled” people to be transportable on our day of rest: the availability of gasoline on Sundays. 
    I asked for input from our seniors on what they did on Sundays when they were young.  I got one re-
sponse from a just entering senior-hood (65).  Here was the story: In the summer AFTER attending wor-
ship we often went to Sandy Beach (Lake Freeman) with 4 or 5 other families and spent the day swim-
ming, boating, skiing, and picnicking. One time I remember each family brought baked beans and 
chocolate cake. There was fried chicken and hot dogs but had lots of beans and cake!!My father liked to 
just get in the car and drive so it was not uncommon (AFTER worship) to drive to O'Hare and just 
watch the planes land and take off. 
   That story verifies how gasoline availability on Sundays allowed people to “take off” on Sundays.  For 
this family it was always AFTER worship, Praise the Lord”. 
   So what is the other reason for the gigantically enormous change that I have witnessed?  Remember I 
said previously, that when there were no gasoline sales on Sundays, the stores were all closed on Sun-
days.  Of course, people could not get out to shop.  BUT, when gas became available, one by one, stores 
started being open on Sundays.  They started out being open after 12:00 Noon.  When that happened 
they required their employees to be there, many of them Christians.  It was you be there on Sunday or 
lose your job. 
   Now things really started downhill for the churches.  Not only could people travel, they could also shop.  
As time went on the store hours became longer and longer, leading us today to stores that are open 24 
hours a day.  Soon the stores led to entertainment avenues that were previously closed.  Not only could 
you drive and shop, movie theatres and other entertainment venues were opening on Sunday.  Some of 
the younger people reading this letter are probably thinking Pastor Ken heard all these things; no, I really 
experienced them.  We are talking 50 years have passed and we went from every Sunday being regular 
attendance to one Sunday a month being the national average.  I John 2:16 says: “For everything in the 
world--the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life--comes not from the Father but from 
the world”.  You see the devil knew right where to throw temptation.  Throw the world at them and they 
will come. 
   A story I have told from the pulpit before perfectly fit’s this letter.  I got all of this because my Dad was 
one faced with work on Sunday or be fired.  Our church service started at 10:00 and let out a little after 
11:00.  My Dad had to be at work at 11:00 because he was a department manager; it was a 20 minute 
drive  On those days he was not able to be in worship.  Now there was this one elder, yes a little pious, 
who would always chide my Dad for not being there and working on Sunday.  “You know what the Bible 
says about working on Sunday don’t you Tom?”  Dad would always just say “yes, I do”.  What this elder 
did not know was that Dad knew when to not speak but he also knew when to speak.  One Sunday when 
Dad was working, this elder came into the store Dad was working at and began to give him a hard time 
for working and missing church that Sunday.  FINALLY, the elder asked the wrong question, or the right 
one as the case may be.  The elder asked: “Tell me Tom, why do you have to work on Sundays?”  Dad’s 
reply: “Because people like you shop on Sundays; if you would just stay at home, I wouldn’t have to 
work.”  Guess what, never another remark from the elder.  To be continued next month. 
 

 

 

Pastor Ken        
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9714 N 700 W 

Delphi, IN  

46923 

Phone:  

574-965-2731 

Ken Smith, 

Pastor 

September ‘16 

Check out our website at www.hickorygrove.info 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 2 3 

4 5 
 
Roy Dunn 
 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Youth Group 
 
 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Golden Agers 
Women’s  
Fellowship 

8 
 
Sam & Brenda 
Johns  

9 10 
 
Amanda  
Anderson 

11 
 
Cody Koedam 
 
 
 
 
 
Car Show  
after church 

12 
 
Arleen Stangle 

13 
 
Lauren 
Weaver 
 
 
 
 
Youth Group 

14 
 
Ken Smith 
 
 
 
 
 
Bible study 

15 16 17 
 
Ray & Kathy 
Todd 
 
 
 
 
Women’s 
Prayer 
 

18 19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deacon  
Meeting 

20 
 
Dick Marion 
Melissa Nacke 
 
 
 
 
Youth Group 

21 
 
Tami Veach 
 
 
 
 
 
Bible Study 

22 
 
Ray Todd 

23 24 
 
Helen Hanna 
Jim Mikesell 
 

25 26 
 
Jamie & 
Melanie 
Campbell 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Youth Group 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bible Study 

29 
 
Brice & Judy 
Crowel 
Mike & Jackie 
Schroeder 

30 
 
Kevin 
Lashbrook 
Isaac 
Lashbrook 

1 
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Submitted by Sherry Hantschel 
Bob Tobey said grace before 14 Golden Agers had a delicious lunch on August 3rd. The devotion was pre-

sented by Don Hughes. Entitled " One More Night with the Frogs." This was based on the plagues in Exodus. 

When  people have a bad habit and declare they are going to get rid of it, but become 'hard hearted' when it 

comes time to stop the habit, they have "A Night with the Frogs" because they still have the plague of the 

habit. They bring suffering upon themselves. Is there a difficult conflict you must face again and again? Don't 

give up when you know what is right to do. As Moses discovered, persistence is rewarded. 

Our meeting was dismissed with a prayer given by Arleen Stangle. 

The next Golden Agers meeting will be on Sept. 7, 2016, at noon. 

Golden Agers 

For The Young at Heart 
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For the Young at Heart 

Submitted by Melanie Campbell 
Meetings...September 6th, 13th, 20th 
and 27th! 
For more information contact Melanie Camp-
bell hickoryhouse46923@gmail.com or (574) 
601-8189  

YOUTH  GROUP  INFO  CHRIST IAN  RADIO  
STAT IONS  

Submitted by Stephanie Felz 
For those who may be interested in 
listening to Christians music or 
Christian talk radio, here are a few 
stations you might tune into! 
90.7 FM (Christian Talk radio) 
100.1 FM (Christian music) 
106.7 FM (Christian music) 



    

Cards and Visits In Your Moment of  
Need... 

In your moment of 
need please feel free to 
call:                                                       
 

Pastor Ken Smith                             
Phone: 574-826-4307                    
Pager: 574-722-0173 

Or one of our Deacons: 
Cindi Anderson 574-686-2659  
Ron Felz           574-965-4239  
Rob Hill            574-686-2092 
Alan Sickler     574-943-3236  
Ron Simons     574-943-3382           
Gloria Heber   765-564-4386    

9714 N 700 W 
Delphi, IN  46923 

Phone: Phone: Phone: Phone:     
574574574574----965965965965----2731273127312731    

Ken Smith, PastorKen Smith, PastorKen Smith, PastorKen Smith, Pastor    

The friendly church at the 
side of the road! 

HICKORY GROVE HICKORY GROVE HICKORY GROVE HICKORY GROVE 
CHURCHCHURCHCHURCHCHURCH    

People who may appreciate your cards, prayers and visits: 

Ann Conrad 
111S  Wayne St. 
Flora, In 46929-1362  
 

Dee Davis 
306 S Illinois St. 
Monticello, IN 47960 
574-583-7234 
 
 

Don Dill  
White Oak 814 S 6th Street,  
Monticello IN 47960  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wanda Gayer 
Parkview Haven, 
101 Constitution Dr. 
Francesville, IN 47946 
574- 583-6533 
 
Irma Jenni  
White Oak 814 S 6th Street, 
Monticello IN 47960  
 
Joan Mikesell 
White Oak 814 S 6th Street,  
Monticello IN 47960  
 
 

Roger Stewart 
322 South East Street 
Tipton, IN  46072  
 
 
 

Have something you want to share... Sundays in Review... 

Brenda White-Johns 
9457 W 650 N,  Delphi, IN 

46923           
574-965-2795 

johns4@ytci.com 

Did you miss a Sunday recently? No 
problem, you can now borrow a taped 
copy of the Sunday service! Copies are 
made every Sunday to be distributed to Shut-ins or 
those who were absent for whatever reason. Just 
contact anyone from the church, and they can get 
you a copy! 

If you have any minutes to meetings, class party info or  anything 
you think the rest of us might enjoy hearing about, please get it to 
Amy or Brenda.  We can be reached at: 

Amy White-Spitzer 
605  Hanawalt Rd, Monticello, IN 

47960              
574-870-0793 

whispi@centurylink.net 


