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August 
 

3rd-Golden Agers 
3rd-Women’s Fellow-
ship 
6th-Ark Encounter 
14th-Ice Cream Social 
15th-Deacon Meeting 
20th-Women’s Prayer 
29th-Youth Council  

 

Friends at Hickory Grove Church, 
 

We wanted to thank you for your contin-

ued support to our school sponsorship 

program here at RHFH.  The school year is finished and the kids are ex-

cited that summer vacation is here.  It is very hot here in Cazale right 

now.  We have not had much rain this season and that seems to make 

the heat even more intense.  In the afternoons the kids love to swim in 

the local river.  They cut stalks of banana trees down and float on them 

down the river.  It is lots of fun for everyone! 

The school will take another month to begin issuing the report cards for 

the students.  All the grades have to be hand written out in big books 

and then taken into the main cities to be recorded for the chil-

dren.  Once this is completed then the parents and children go to the 

school to see if they passed the year and find out information about the 

coming school year. 
 

Anika is doing well this month.  She is glad summer vacation is here!  She 

is looking forward to spending time with her friends that live near her 

home.  She likes to play dress up with them and they all like to practice 

braiding hair.  She has been helping her mama with cleaning the tables in 

the house and helping her get water.  Her favorite color is pink.  She 

said this month her favorite food is chicken and mangos.  She also said 

she likes to dress up in pretty dresses. 
 

Reginal is no longer here in Cazale.  He left and went to Chile about 3 

months ago.  There are many here in Haiti now that are leaving and 

searching for work in other countries.  He has an uncle that lives there 

and sent a ticket for him to come.  We are hopeful that he is doing well. 
 

If you would like to add another child in his place we have several on a 

waiting list.  Let me know. 
 

-- Licia Betor Real Hope for Haiti 
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PASTOR ’ S  PEN  

August  2016 

I Timothy 6: 6-11 “But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and 

we can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. Those who want 

to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into 

ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have 

wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. But you, man of God, flee from all this, and 

pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness”. 

 

    When I think of the word “pursue”, I think I know what that means.  When “most” men go shopping for 

something, it means the hunt is on.  I don’t think about looking for other things, I’m thinking “FIND”.  I will 

hit numerous stores and then realize while I was at one of them there was something else I should have picked 

up.  It’s the old “me hunt, me find, me conquer” mentality.  Everyone stay out of the road until “me succeed”. 

    I think of the term also in game hunting.  It is hard telling how many countless hours I have spent pursuing 

game.  I could sit in a tree stand for hours because I was in pursuit.  I know when Trina and I were dating, I 

had to have driven my Dad to wits end.  Everything I did had an angle of how to spend more time with Trina.  

Let me tell you…I was in pursuit.  I had never had the feelings for anyone else that I had for her before. 

    Then it comes back to “But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 

love, endurance and gentleness”.  I have to ask myself the question: “Do I pursue God with the enthusiasm I 

pursue other things for”?  Do I approach the task with the same energy of: “Everyone stay out of the road until 

“me succeed”?   

A scripture jumped out at me the other day.  It was John 5:12-13.  “They asked him, "Who is the man who said 

to you, 'Pick up your pallet and walk '?" But the man who was healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had 

slipped away while there was a crowd in that place”.  Jesus just slipped away in the crowd.  It was in such a 

fashion that no one really noticed.  Could I possibly let Jesus slip away and never notice?  The answer obvi-

ously yes – if I am not mindful of his presence, if I am not working on my relationship with him, if I am sleep-

ing on the job.  I was not about to let Trina slip away from me.  Dad sat me down and told me all the draw-

backs of falling in love so young….but I didn’t listen to him.  No, not me, I was on a mission.  And I made it. 

So now I offer up this prayer. Dear Jesus, help me to pursue you with more energy and enthusiasm than any 

other thing on earth.  All the things of earth are perishing as I speak, you are the only thing eternal.  If I get too 

busy with other pursuits, please get my attention, remind me of what is “most” important.  May I even become 

a little concerned that if I don’t pursue you, if I am not that interested, you could slip away into the crowd and 

find someone who is interested in pursuing you.  Thanks for the promise that if I seek, I will find.   …me 

 

 
 
 

……...Pastor Ken        

WHATEVER  HAPPENED  TO  A  DAY  OF  REST ?  

This Switch Letter is a continuation of the one in the July Hickory Switch.  If you did not read it, 
please go to hickorygrove.info and read it on line before proceeding with this one. 
So “Whatever Happened to a Day of Rest?”  It seems in many people’s lives, the only way they can 
tell it is Sunday is by looking at the calendar.  It is just another day.  Some say:“it is the only day I 
have for myself”.  However, God intended it to be a day spent, in part, with other Christians 
(Hebrews 10:25). Sundays have become a day for others to go for a drive, to play golf, to play sports, 
to go…go…go!!!! 
   So when did things change?  Maybe better yet, what changed to cause people to ignore their day of 
rest and time of worship? Well I am glad you asked that.  I have experienced a couple of those from 
my past."Return with us now to those thrilling days of yesteryear." 
   The year was 1959.  I was 8 years old.  Old enough to ride my bike.  Safe enough to ride all over Lu-
cerne (at the time 225 people) without even telling anyone I was going.  There were 5 of us in our 
family and only one vehicle until I, the youngest, turned 16.  We had a big garden and big yard so 
there was plenty to do.  I was always excited when Dad got home (except for one day in particular), 
because he always had something for us to help him with.  Most of my life was consumed in a two-
mile radius, except for an occasional bike ride to Royal Center.  Money was there, just not much of it 
to spare.  But I had lots of fun with other kids, I knew everyone in town.  I was always glad when 
Sundays came because I got to spend time with friends I had not seen since the last Sunday.  Every-
one in church knew everyone in church because rarely did anyone miss and most stayed after ser-
vices to talk with each other.  Now, some might say we didn’t have anything else to do, and they are 
right.  There were no stores open on Sunday.  Thank you Jesus…NOWalMart! 
 Now, every few weeks we would take a Sunday trip to Logansport to Grandma’s house.  That was 
only 10 miles but a long trip for me.  If we were going any further, Dad would put a can of gasoline in 
the trunk of the Studebaker.  In fact, when we went on vacation, there was always a can of gasoline in 
the trunk.  Why always a can of gasoline in the trunk you may ask?  It is really simple…gas stations 
were closed on Sunday.  If you traveled on Sunday, you better carry extra gas with you. 
   This is where the plot thickens.  What does this have to do with a day of rest.  Gas Stations were 
closed on Sunday because THEY WERE ALWAYS CLOSED ON SUNDAY, IT WAS A SUNDAY 
THING BECAUSE GOD SAID SO!!  Then one day some enterprising individual had a thought. He 
had to be thinking “If I ignore God’s command to make Sundays a day of rest, I bet I can sell gasoline 
and make more money.  In other words: “If you open up, they will come.”  And they did.  There was 
now no reason that mankind could not ignore the law of God and leave town on Sunday.  It was a 1st.  
Then the other gas station owners realized they were losing business (sales) so they started opening 
up on Sunday.  Before you know it, more people started missing Sunday worship.  Why?  Because 
they could….. 
     Where do you spend your Sundays? God said: Heb 10:25 “And let us not neglect our meeting to-
gether, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return is 
drawing near”.  You see, it is really all a matter of choice.  If you who are reading this Switch Letter 
and have a church home….go home.  If you don’t have a church home, come on down to Hickory 
Grove.           
See you Sunday. 
 

 

Pastor Ken        
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9714 N 700 W 

Delphi, IN  

46923 

Phone:  

574-965-2731 

Ken Smith, 

Pastor 

August ‘16 

Check out our website at www.hickorygrove.info 

Septem-

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 2 
 
Bryan Felz 

3 
 
 
 
 
Golden Agers 
 
Women’s  
Fellowship 

4 5 
 
Dave & Angie 
Jacob 
 

6 
 
 
 
 
Ark  
Encounter 

7 8 
 
Anoria Webb 

9 
 
Kevin & Patti 
Lashbrook 

10 11 12 
 
Don Dill 

13 
 
Vicki Criswell 
Jean Barnes 
Violet Hughes 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ice Cream 
Social 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deacon  
Meeting 

16 
 
 
Jean Marion 
Walter Potts 
 

17 
 
 
Donna  
Mikesell 
Sharon Lantz 
 

18 
 
 
Danielle 
Wharff 
Skip Barnes 

19 20 
 
 
Pam  
Stevenson 
 
 
 
 
Women’s 
Prayer 

21 
 
 
Dick & Jean 
Marion 
Charles 
Anderson 
Don Hughes 

22 23 
 
 
Travis & 
Trisha Curts 

24 25 26 
 
 
Vicki Sickler  

27 

28 
 
 
Vernie & 
Vicki Criswell 
Paula Foster 

29 
 
 
Ivan Veach 
Eric  
Stevenson 
 
 
 
Youth Council 
Meeting 
 

30 
 
 
Travis Rubeck 
 

31 
 
 
Jim Black 

1 2 3 
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Submitted by Sherry Hantschel 
July 6th found 13 Golden Agers at Cindi Anderson's house for our monthly meeting. Gary Reedy 
asked the blessing before our meal. 
After a very delicious meal, Ann Bowman had Devotions. She read from an article titled "The Power 
of the Cross: Where True Freedom is Found- Fourth of July." And I quote, ' In all the talk about free-
dom in our nation today, defending rights and our point of view, through all of the top headline news 
stories, and across years of history remembering brave men and women who fought hard for the lib-
erties we hold dear, this powerful Truth still rises above all. 
 

(Continued on page 5) 

Women’s Fellowship-July 6th, 2016 

Golden Agers 

 

Submitted by Secretary, Brenda Johns 
Women’s Fellowship meeting July 6, 2016 
Brenda Johns opened meeting with prayer. Judy 
Crowel served refreshments and suggested roll call 
of what each of us did on the 4th of July.  10 women 
responded.  Leisha Hill read devotions from her Je-
sus, Day by Day book by Beth Moore and read scrip-
ture from Jude 22:23. 
Minutes from June meeting were provided by Secre-
tary, Brenda Johns.  Vicki Criswell motioned for 
minutes to be approved and Jo White 2nd motion, 
motion carried. Vicki Criswell gave treasurer report 
with a July 1, 2016 balance of $473.01. 
Mary Black had readied the cards for the sick and 
shut-ins.  Pat Cotner read off names of recipients 
and passed them to be signed. 
Judy Crowel and Jo White gave material aid report. 
Judy read a thank you from the Ronald McDonald 
House where they had delivered the collected items 
on June 18th. Jo White told of the trip and tour that 
they received. They shared with us that they also 
provide clothes to people who come to Riley unex-
pectedly and need a change.  We discussed possibil-
ity of helping with this at a later date. 
Fall Harvest Bruch and Bazaar will be here before we 
know it. Please continue making craft items, pre-

serves, etc. We appreciate the help of the entire 
church body on this as much of the money comes 
back into the church and out in to the community. 
Old business: Secret Sister information has been 
passed out. Please remember your sister in prayer 
daily and with a small gift or card letting them know 
you are thinking of them throughout the year, espe-
cially on their birthday and/or anniversary. 
Our next craft day will be Saturday, July 23 from 
9:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Men/Women’s Prayer is that 
morning at 8 and all are encouraged to go to that as 
well. 
Please continue to collect Thank Offering to be taken 
up in November.  Also continue with collecting 
books, magazines and bibles. Don Hughes will de-
liver these items to the Women 2 Women in Monti-
cello. 
We are asking for all interested within women’s fel-
lowship and the church to provide a desert on Au-
gust 6th for the Veterans dinner to be held at “The 
Wall That Heals” display in Flora at the City Park.  
The display is taking place from the 4th through the 
7th.  Leisha spoke with a representative there that 
said they would appreciate donations for this dinner 

(Continued on page 5) 
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For the Young at Heart 

Submitted by Melanie Campbell 
No meetings this month!  
For more information contact Melanie Camp-
bell hickoryhouse46923@gmail.com or (574) 
601-8189  

YOUTH  GROUP  INFO  

and we selected deserts. Cookies, cakes, pies, etc. are welcome. They encouraged us to bring some sugar 
free deserts as well. Leisha is to find transportation for the donations as most of us will be going on the bus 
trip to The Ark that day. 
Violet Hughes spoke on the tour that her and Don took of the Birthright of Delphi and how they provide 
baby clothes and maternity clothes in addition to their other services to the mothers to be. 
Leisha reported on the 445 tubes of toothpaste that VBS provided for Women 2 Women and Brenda is to 
look into toothbrushes to go along with this donation to be given in August. 
President Leisha Hill closed the meeting with prayer. 

(Continued from page 4) 

Women’s Fellowship-July 6th, 2016 

CHRIST IAN  RADIO  
STAT IONS  

Submitted by Stephanie Felz 
For those who may be interested in 
listening to Christians music or 
Christian talk radio, here are a few 
stations you might tune into! 
90.7 FM (Christian Talk radio) 
100.1 FM (Christian music) 
106.7 FM (Christian music) 

Only in ONE can true free-
dom be found. 
Only in ONE can we be 
made new. 
Only in ONE can we find 
lasting peace and hope. 
Only in ONE - Jesus Christ. 
For he is the ONE who sets 
us free.' end quote. 
 
Arleen Stangle read "What 
Would Jesus Do?" Arleen 
also brought a scrapbook 
made by her mother, which 
was very interesting and 
brought back many memo-
ries. 
Don Hughes dismissed us in 
a closing prayer.  

(Continued from page 4) 

Golden Agers-Con’t. 



    

Cards and Visits In Your Moment of  
Need... 

In your moment of 
need please feel free to 
call:                                                       
 

Pastor Ken Smith                             
Phone: 574-826-4307                    
Pager: 574-722-0173 

Or one of our Deacons: 
Cindi Anderson 574-686-2659  
Ron Felz           574-965-4239  
Rob Hill            574-686-2092 
Alan Sickler     574-943-3236  
Ron Simons     574-943-3382           
Gloria Heber   765-564-4386    

9714 N 700 W 
Delphi, IN  46923 

Phone: Phone: Phone: Phone:     
574574574574----965965965965----2731273127312731    

Ken Smith, PastorKen Smith, PastorKen Smith, PastorKen Smith, Pastor    

The friendly church at the 
side of the road! 

HICKORY GROVE HICKORY GROVE HICKORY GROVE HICKORY GROVE 
CHURCHCHURCHCHURCHCHURCH    

People who may appreciate your cards, prayers and visits: 

Ann Conrad 
111S  Wayne St. 
Flora, In 46929-1362  
 

Dee Davis 
306 S Illinois St. 
Monticello, IN 47960 
574-583-7234 
 
 

Don Dill  
White Oak 814 S 6th Street,  
Monticello IN 47960  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wanda Gayer 
Parkview Haven, 
101 Constitution Dr. 
Francesville, IN 47946 
574- 583-6533 
 
Irma Jenni  
White Oak 814 S 6th Street, 
Monticello IN 47960  
 
Joan Mikesell 
White Oak 814 S 6th Street,  
Monticello IN 47960  
 
 

Roger Stewart 
322 South East Street 
Tipton, IN  46072  
 
 
 

Have something you want to share... Sundays in Review... 

Brenda White-Johns 
9457 W 650 N,  Delphi, IN 

46923           
574-965-2795 

johns4@ytci.com 

Did you miss a Sunday recently? No 
problem, you can now borrow a taped 
copy of the Sunday service! Copies are 
made every Sunday to be distributed to Shut-ins or 
those who were absent for whatever reason. Just 
contact anyone from the church, and they can get 
you a copy! 

If you have any minutes to meetings, class party info or  anything 
you think the rest of us might enjoy hearing about, please get it to 
Amy or Brenda.  We can be reached at: 

Amy White-Spitzer 
605  Hanawalt Rd, Monticello, IN 

47960              
574-870-0793 

whispi@centurylink.net 


