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I Timothy 6: 6-11 “But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and 
we can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. Those who want 
to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into 
ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have 
wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. But you, man of God, flee from all this, and 
pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness”. 
 
    When I think of the word “pursue”, I think I know what that means.  When “most” men go shopping for 
something, it means the hunt is on.  I don’t think about looking for other things, I’m thinking “FIND”.  I will 
hit numerous stores and then realize while I was at one of them there was something else I should have picked 
up.  It’s the old “me hunt, me find, me conquer” mentality.  Everyone stay out of the road until “me succeed”. 
    I think of the term also in game hunting.  It is hard telling how many countless hours I have spent pursuing 
game.  I could sit in a tree stand for hours because I was in pursuit.  I know when Trina and I were dating, I 
had to have driven my Dad to wits end.  Everything I did had an angle of how to spend more time with Trina.  
Let me tell you…I was in pursuit.  I had never had the feelings for anyone else that I had for her before. 
    Then it comes back to “But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 
love, endurance and gentleness”.  I have to ask myself the question: “Do I pursue God with the enthusiasm I 
pursue other things for”?  Do I approach the task with the same energy of: “Everyone stay out of the road until 
“me succeed”?   
A scripture jumped out at me the other day.  It was John 5:12-13.  “They asked him, "Who is the man who said 
to you, 'Pick up your pallet and walk '?" But the man who was healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had 
slipped away while there was a crowd in that place”.  Jesus just slipped away in the crowd.  It was in such a 
fashion that no one really noticed.  Could I possibly let Jesus slip away and never notice?  The answer obvi-
ously yes – if I am not mindful of his presence, if I am not working on my relationship with him, if I am sleep-
ing on the job.  I was not about to let Trina slip away from me.  Dad sat me down and told me all the draw-
backs of falling in love so young….but I didn’t listen to him.  No, not me, I was on a mission.  And I made it. 
So now I offer up this prayer. Dear Jesus, help me to pursue you with more energy and enthusiasm than any 
other thing on earth.  All the things of earth are perishing as I speak, you are the only thing eternal.  If I get too 
busy with other pursuits, please get my attention, remind me of what is “most” important.  May I even become 
a little concerned that if I don’t pursue you, if I am not that interested, you could slip away into the crowd and 
find someone who is interested in pursuing you.  Thanks for the promise that if I seek, I will find.   …me 
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