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Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events    

May 
 

3rd-Youth Group 
4th-Golden Agers 
4th-Women’s Fellow-
ship 
6th & 7th-Never 2 
Young 
10th-Youth Group 
11th-Bible Study 
16th-Deacon’s Meet-
ing 
17th-Youth Group 
18th-Bible Study 
21st-Women’s Prayer 
22nd-Senior Recogni-
tion 
23rd-Youth Council 
24th-Youth Group 
25th-Bible Study 
29th-Sunday School 
Promotion 
31st-Youth Group 

 

To the Hickory Grove Church Congregation 
Please pass this message on to the Hickory Grove congregation. 
I am Ray Dill, youngest son of Don Dill, and have many wonderful memories of 

attending Hickory Grove's Sunday School and Church Services as a child. 
 

With my father being less mobile these days, I just wanted you to know how 
much the continued visits by Pastor Ken and others in the congregation are to my 

father and family.  With the recent passing of my brother Jerry, and myself and 
brother Wayne each living over three hours away, the frequent visits by Hickory 

Grove members are valued and appreciated so much by Dad. 
 

I really, really appreciate Hickory Grove's continued inclusion of Dad in your 
thoughts and visits.  You should all take pride in being a part of Hickory Grove's 

culture and care in its outreach and support of elderly members finding 
it difficult to physically attend church. 
 

Thanks again to "The Friendly 
Church at the Side of 

the Road".  Your efforts are recog-
nized and appreciated. 
 

Best regards, 
 

Ray Dill 

ray.dill@hotmail.com 
616.283.9983 
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I Timothy 6: 6-11 “But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and 

we can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. Those who want 

to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into 

ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have 

wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. But you, man of God, flee from all this, and 

pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness”. 

 

    When I think of the word “pursue”, I think I know what that means.  When “most” men go shopping for 

something, it means the hunt is on.  I don’t think about looking for other things, I’m thinking “FIND”.  I will 

hit numerous stores and then realize while I was at one of them there was something else I should have picked 

up.  It’s the old “me hunt, me find, me conquer” mentality.  Everyone stay out of the road until “me succeed”. 

    I think of the term also in game hunting.  It is hard telling how many countless hours I have spent pursuing 

game.  I could sit in a tree stand for hours because I was in pursuit.  I know when Trina and I were dating, I 

had to have driven my Dad to wits end.  Everything I did had an angle of how to spend more time with Trina.  

Let me tell you…I was in pursuit.  I had never had the feelings for anyone else that I had for her before. 

    Then it comes back to “But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 

love, endurance and gentleness”.  I have to ask myself the question: “Do I pursue God with the enthusiasm I 

pursue other things for”?  Do I approach the task with the same energy of: “Everyone stay out of the road until 

“me succeed”?   

A scripture jumped out at me the other day.  It was John 5:12-13.  “They asked him, "Who is the man who said 

to you, 'Pick up your pallet and walk '?" But the man who was healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had 

slipped away while there was a crowd in that place”.  Jesus just slipped away in the crowd.  It was in such a 

fashion that no one really noticed.  Could I possibly let Jesus slip away and never notice?  The answer obvi-

ously yes – if I am not mindful of his presence, if I am not working on my relationship with him, if I am sleep-

ing on the job.  I was not about to let Trina slip away from me.  Dad sat me down and told me all the draw-

backs of falling in love so young….but I didn’t listen to him.  No, not me, I was on a mission.  And I made it. 

So now I offer up this prayer. Dear Jesus, help me to pursue you with more energy and enthusiasm than any 

other thing on earth.  All the things of earth are perishing as I speak, you are the only thing eternal.  If I get too 

busy with other pursuits, please get my attention, remind me of what is “most” important.  May I even become 

a little concerned that if I don’t pursue you, if I am not that interested, you could slip away into the crowd and 

find someone who is interested in pursuing you.  Thanks for the promise that if I seek, I will find.   …me 

 

 
 
 

……...Pastor Ken        

 

Proverbs 18:10 The name of the Lord is a fortified tower; the righteous run to it and 
are safe. 
 
    As many of you know, Trina and I were on vacation for a few days in April.  Another trip to remind 
us of God’s goodness and protection.  As usual, we got to witness another incident of God’s great 
love.  We were in a Texas Roadhouse Restaurant, kind of noisy and crowded but with good food. We 
were sitting in a booth with a lot of customer traffic and saw a lot of children going back and forth.  
The restaurant had a special table set up for kid’s desserts. 
    Pretty soon a little girl, about 5 years old, was heading back to her booth and suddenly stopped be-
side us and looked back and forth both ways.  The expression on her face was: “I don’t know where 
my booth is.”  I asked her if she needed help and without hesitating she said: “Yes”. Fear had gripped 
her.  I said: “Come on, I’ll help you find your parents.”  As we walked down to the end of the isle and 
turned the corner she spotted them.  She picked up speed and jumped right in beside Grandma.  I 
turned and went back to my booth.   
    Then came the thought: “How often God is watching out for us and we never even knew it.”  The 
little girl was lost, scared, yet returned back to her parents and her parents had no idea, unless she 
told them.  How often in life does God protect us from danger that we did not even know existed?  
How often do we escape the fowler’s snare and not know we were in danger?  How many missed auto 
accidents, how many close calls, how many near misses? We might say: “Whew, that was close” not 
even knowing God was protecting us all the time.  How many near misses and close calls do we have 
to go through before we say “Thank you Jesus”, recognizing what He has done for us.  Psalm 37:6 
“How priceless is your unfailing love, O God! People take refuge in the shadow of your wings”. 
God looks out for us and we often never know it.Do you wish you had someone like God looking out 
for you?    Well you can have.  “The name of the Lord is a fortified tower; the righteous run to it and 
are safe”.  The Word doesn’t say they tiptoe around and try to sneak in, or they crawl in….it says they 
run to it.  They cry out: “Hey Jesus, I need you”.   
    I would like to say when supper was over the parents realized what had happened and decided 
never to let their five-year old daughter out of their sight in a crowded noisy restaurant again.  And 
no, I did not give the parents my “what’s the matter with you people” talk.  But as they walked out, 
the little girl looked over at me and we waved good-bye to each other, our little secret.  And hopefully 
she will live happily ever after.     THE END.    
Psalm 17:6-8 “I call on you, my God, for you will answer me; turn your ear to me and hear my prayer. 
Show me the wonders of your great love, you who save by your right hand those who take refuge in 
you from their foes. Keep me as the apple of your eye; hide me in the shadow of your wings”. 
 

 

Pastor Ken        
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9714 N 700 W 

Delphi, IN  

46923 

Phone:  

574-965-2731 

Ken Smith, 

Pastor 

May ‘16 

Check out our website at www.hickorygrove.info 

June 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 
 
Michael Ayon 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Youth Group 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Golden Agers 
Women’s  
Fellowship 

5 
 
Terry Dill 

6 
 
Darin Bishop 
Eric & Pam 
Stevenson 
 
 
 
Never 2 
Young 

7 
 
 
 
 
Mother~Daug
hter~Friend 
Banquet 
Never 2 
Young 

8 9 10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Youth Group 

11 
 
 
Mary Blount 
 
 
 
 
Bible Study 

12 13 14 

15 16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deacon Meet-
ing 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Youth Group 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bible Study 

19 20 
 
 
Luke  
Stevenson 
 
 
 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Women’s 
Prayer 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Senior  
Recognition 

23 
 
Kale Curts 
 
 
 
 
 
Youth Council 

24 
 
Skip & Jean 
Barnes 
 
 
 
 
Youth Group 

25 
 
Tom  
Armstrong 
 
 
 
 
Bible Study 

26 27 28 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday 
School  
Promotion 

30 31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Youth Group 

1 
 
Katelyn Evans 

2 3 
 
Jordan Camp-
bell 
 

4 
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Submitted by Sherry Hantschel 
  
April 6th brought 15 Golden Agers to Cindi Anderson's lovely home for lunch and our monthly meet-
ing. 
Bob Tobey asked the blessing for our meal. After enjoying another delicious meal, we had our devo-
tions given by Ann Bowman. She Read "Boundless Love" describing what perfect parenting is about. 
Ann's second article was entitled "April Showers Bring May Flowers." warning us to take a shower in 
April for sure so people will be your friends in May!!  
We were dismissed with prayer by Dick Marion. 
Our next meeting will be on May 4, 2016.  

Women’s Fellowship-April 6th, 2016 

Golden Agers 

 

Submitted by Secretary, Brenda Johns 
Women’s Fellowship meeting April 6, 2016 
Trina Smith, acting in the absence of President 
Leisha Hill who was called to work, opened meet-
ing with prayer. Trina then presided over the 
meeting.  Pat Cotner provided wonderful refresh-
ments which we ate while we took roll call of 
“when you were a child, what did you want to be 
when you grew up, and did it happen?”  18 
women answered. Most of us were not what we 
wanted to be as children. Pat then gave devotions 
on how what we planned to do as children often 
changes at different times in our lives.  She read 
one of her favorite verses: Jeremiah 29:11 “For I 
know the plans I have for you” declares the Lord 
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans 
to give you hope and a future.” 
Mary Black passed cards for the sick, shut-ins 
and college students. Vicki Criswell read treas-
urer report with a balance on April 1, 2016 of 
$904.78.  Secretary’s report from March meeting 
was motioned to be accepted by Mary Black, 
Lonetta Felz 2nd motion, motion carried. 
May 7th is the Mother-Daughter-Friend Banquet.  

All registrations must be handed in using the en-
velopes provided in the back of church. Cost is $5 
per person.  Please mark if you want child’s meal 
or adult. Give envelopes and money to Vicki 
Criswell or Trina Smith.  Gloria Wharff is the en-
tertainment committee and reported that the 
Golden Throats would not be able to perform. 
She has asked and received confirmation that Jo 
Pugh and Jan Rowland will provide the evening’s 
entertainment.  Vicki Criswell motioned to have 
each table individually decorated with no theme 
in place, Gloria Wharff 2nd motion. Vote taken 
and passed. 
2 in 1 Shampoo and conditioners are needed 
Women to Women. They are only allowed to take 
one item and this provides 2 in 1. 
Ruth Crawn and Vicki Criswell attended the Del-
phi United Methodist Church “Lost in the Crowd” 
program. They felt it was a positive experience. 
Leisha left note that Secret Sister forms for 2016 
were ready to be sent out. 
Women to Women would like for us to save 
magazines. We can give these to Don Hughes. 

(Continued on page 5) 



The Remembrance Wall is traveling through Delphi in August and volunteers are needed to help 
while here. 
Pat Cotner had the program for the evening. Pam Todd was the speaker.  Pam spoke on Mary Kay, 
the woman and the business. Mary Kay had 3 things in mind when she started out 1) To use the 
Golden Rule when dealing with staff. 2) Put god 1st, Family 2nd and Work 3rd. 3) Put women in man-
agement positions.  Pam shared some of her Mary Kay product with us and we enjoyed fellowship 
together.  She had a drawing for a prize, which Jean Barnes won. 
Pam Stevenson won the drawing for being in attendance and will be responsible for bringing next 
month’s prize. 
After much talking and laughing amongst us, 
Brenda Johns closed the meeting with prayer. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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For the Young at Heart 

Submitted by Melanie Campbell 
Youth Group will meet the following Tuesdays 
from 6:30-8:00pm at Hickory House: May 
3rd, 10th, 17th, 23rd and 31st.  College age 
welcome April 3rd.   
  
For more information contact Melanie Camp-
bell hickoryhouse46923@gmail.com or (574) 
601-8189  

YOUTH  GROUP  INFO  

CHRISTIAN  RADIO  
STATIONS  

Submitted by Stephanie Felz 
For those who may be interested in listening to Chris-
tians music or Christian talk radio, 
here are a few stations you might 
tune into! 
90.7 FM (Christian Talk radio) 
100.1 FM (Christian music) 
106.7 FM (Christian music) 

Women’s Fellowship-April 6th, 2016 



    

Cards and Visits In Your Moment of  
Need... 

In your moment of 
need please feel free to 
call:                                                       
 

Pastor Ken Smith                             
Phone: 574-826-4307                    
Pager: 574-722-0173 

Or one of our Deacons: 
Cindi Anderson 574-686-2659  
Ron Felz           574-965-4239  
Rob Hill            574-686-2092 
Alan Sickler     574-943-3236  
Ron Simons     574-943-3382           
Gloria Heber   765-564-4386    

9714 N 700 W 
Delphi, IN  46923 

Phone: Phone: Phone: Phone:     
574574574574----965965965965----2731273127312731    

Ken Smith, PastorKen Smith, PastorKen Smith, PastorKen Smith, Pastor    

The friendly church at the 
side of the road! 

HICKORY GROVE HICKORY GROVE HICKORY GROVE HICKORY GROVE 
CHURCHCHURCHCHURCHCHURCH    

People who may appreciate your cards, prayers and visits: 

Ann Conrad 
111S  Wayne St. 
Flora, In 46929-1362  
 

Dee Davis 
306 S Illinois St. 
Monticello, IN 47960 
574-583-7234 
 
 

Don Dill  
White Oak 814 S 6th Street,  
Monticello IN 47960  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wanda Gayer 
Parkview Haven, 
101 Constitution Dr. 
Francesville, IN 47946 
574- 583-6533 
 
Irma Jenni  
White Oak 814 S 6th Street, 
Monticello IN 47960  
 
Joan Mikesell 
White Oak 814 S 6th Street,  
Monticello IN 47960  
 
 

Roger Stewart 
322 South East Street 
Tipton, IN  46072  
 
 
 

Have something you want to share... Sundays in Review... 

Brenda White-Johns 
9457 W 650 N,  Delphi, IN 

46923           
574-965-2795 

johns4@ytci.com 

Did you miss a Sunday recently? No 
problem, you can now borrow a taped 
copy of the Sunday service! Copies are 
made every Sunday to be distributed to Shut-ins or 
those who were absent for whatever reason. Just 
contact anyone from the church, and they can get 
you a copy! 

If you have any minutes to meetings, class party info or  anything 
you think the rest of us might enjoy hearing about, please get it to 
Amy or Brenda.  We can be reached at: 

Amy White-Spitzer 
605  Hanawalt Rd, Monticello, IN 

47960              
574-870-0793 

whispi@centurylink.net 


