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February 
 

2nd-Youth Group 
9th-Youth Group 
10th-Bible Study 
15th-Deacon Mtg 
16th-Youth Group 
17th-Bible Study 
20th-Women’s Prayer 
20th-Craft Day 
23rd-Youth Group 
24th-Bible Study 
29th-Youth Group 
 

Jesus Is My Valentine 

 

By Susan Y Nikitenko 

Jesus is my Valentine; 
I talk to him each day. 
He never, never leaves me; 
And always listens when I pray. 
Yes He is my Valentine; 
There is no love like His. 
He is the heart of all that is; 
For Him I breathe and live. 
He’s a Valentine that never lies; 
Never hurts or breaks. 
He always has forgiven me; 
For all my past mistakes. 
If you only knew my Valentine; 
You would love him too. 
For His love is always perfect; 
His love is always true. 
So if your heart is longing; 
For a love that never ends, 
For someone tha tis faithful; 
You know you can depend. 
Call upon my Valentine; 
He’ll wash away your sin. 
He will be your Valentine; 
And your dearest, dearest friend. 
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I Timothy 6: 6-11 “But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and 

we can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. Those who want 

to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into 

ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have 

wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. But you, man of God, flee from all this, and 

pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness”. 

 

    When I think of the word “pursue”, I think I know what that means.  When “most” men go shopping for 

something, it means the hunt is on.  I don’t think about looking for other things, I’m thinking “FIND”.  I will 

hit numerous stores and then realize while I was at one of them there was something else I should have picked 

up.  It’s the old “me hunt, me find, me conquer” mentality.  Everyone stay out of the road until “me succeed”. 

    I think of the term also in game hunting.  It is hard telling how many countless hours I have spent pursuing 

game.  I could sit in a tree stand for hours because I was in pursuit.  I know when Trina and I were dating, I 

had to have driven my Dad to wits end.  Everything I did had an angle of how to spend more time with Trina.  

Let me tell you…I was in pursuit.  I had never had the feelings for anyone else that I had for her before. 

    Then it comes back to “But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 

love, endurance and gentleness”.  I have to ask myself the question: “Do I pursue God with the enthusiasm I 

pursue other things for”?  Do I approach the task with the same energy of: “Everyone stay out of the road until 

“me succeed”?   

A scripture jumped out at me the other day.  It was John 5:12-13.  “They asked him, "Who is the man who said 

to you, 'Pick up your pallet and walk '?" But the man who was healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had 

slipped away while there was a crowd in that place”.  Jesus just slipped away in the crowd.  It was in such a 

fashion that no one really noticed.  Could I possibly let Jesus slip away and never notice?  The answer obvi-

ously yes – if I am not mindful of his presence, if I am not working on my relationship with him, if I am sleep-

ing on the job.  I was not about to let Trina slip away from me.  Dad sat me down and told me all the draw-

backs of falling in love so young….but I didn’t listen to him.  No, not me, I was on a mission.  And I made it. 

So now I offer up this prayer. Dear Jesus, help me to pursue you with more energy and enthusiasm than any 

other thing on earth.  All the things of earth are perishing as I speak, you are the only thing eternal.  If I get too 

busy with other pursuits, please get my attention, remind me of what is “most” important.  May I even become 

a little concerned that if I don’t pursue you, if I am not that interested, you could slip away into the crowd and 

find someone who is interested in pursuing you.  Thanks for the promise that if I seek, I will find.   …me 

 

 
 
 

……...Pastor Ken        

“LOVE  I S  IN  THE  A IR”  

Hard to believe February is here.  Lots of months are known for different things.  Valentine’s Day al-
ways stands out for this month.  We can only wonder: “What if we were all as sweet to are spouses/
children/parents all year as we are on Valentine’s Day.  I Corinthians 13 emphasizes the importance 
of love; really a pretty good target to shoot for.  I have put together some excerpts from research 
dealing with love and the effects of the “touch”.  I have often mentioned that a spouse needs 10 
meaningful touches a day.   
Research shows that we Americans are not very good at touching.  I especially notice this when I go 
to Haiti.  Even if you are sitting on a bus or crowded bench, there is no “give me my space”.  You just 
sweat on each other…kind of a bonding thing of sorts. If you want to find out where you are on 
touching, do the “comfortable space” approach.  Let someone walk toward you and stop them when 
they are as close to you as you are comfortable, then stop them.  Let’s clarify we are not talking about 
inappropriate touching; nor should we reach out and touch someone just to see their reaction.  That 
reaction could be a left hook. But during February, let us remember not to just give our loved ones a 
card; a pat on the hand or hug around the neck speaks volumes. 
From(*) Hands On Research: The Science of Touch 
The benefits start from the moment we’re born. A review of research, conducted by Tiffany Field, a 
leader in the field of touch, found that preterm newborns who received just three 15-minute sessions 
of touch therapy each day for 5-10 days gained 47 percent more weight than premature infants who’d 
received standard medical treatment. Historically, an overwhelming percentage of humans babies in 
orphanages where caretakers starved them of touch have failed to grow to their expected height or 
weight, and have shown behavioral problems.From this frontier of touch research, we know thanks 
to neuroscientist Edmund Rolls that touch activates the brain’s orbitofrontal cortex, which is linked 
to feelings of reward and compassion.There are studies showing that touch signals safety and trust, it 
soothes. Basic warm touch calms cardiovascular stress. It activates the body’s vagus nerve, which is 
intimately involved with our compassionate response, and a simple touch can trigger release of oxy-
tocin, aka “the love hormone.”These kinds of benefits can pop up in unexpected places: In a recent 
study out of my lab, published in the journal Emotion we found that, in general, NBA basketball 
teams whose players touch each other more win more games. And educators, take note: A study by 
French psychologist Nicolas Gueguen has found that when teachers pat students in a friendly way, 
those students are three times as likely to speak up in class. Another recent study has found that 
when librarians pat the hand of a student checking out a book, that student says he or she likes the 
library more—and is more likely to come back. Proper uses of touch truly have the potential to trans-
form the practice of medicine—and they’re cost effective to boot. For example, studies show that 
touching patients with Alzheimer’s disease can have huge effects on getting them to relax, make 
emotional connections with others, and reduce their symptoms of depression.  Tiffany Field has 
found that massage therapy reduces pain in pregnant women and alleviates prenatal depression—in 
the women and their spouses alike. Research here at UC Berkeley’s School of Public Health has 
found that getting eye contact and a pat on the back from a doctor may boost survival rates of pa-
tients with complex diseases.  
 

Happy Valentine’s Day. …..Pastor Ken 

 
(*) Hands On Research: The Science of Touch 
By DacherKeltner | September 29, 2010  
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9714 N 700 W 

Delphi, IN  

46923 

Phone:  

574-965-2731 

Ken Smith, 

Pastor 
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Check out our website at www.hickorygrove.info 

March 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 
 
 
Cassie Evans 
 

2 
 
 
Leisha Hiss 
Dan & Roxie 
Foerman 
 
 
Youth Group 
 

3 
 
 
Marlita  
Joseph 

4 5 
 
 
Matt Heber 

6 
 
 
David Veach 
Trisha Curts 

7 
 
 
Megan Kelly 
Trina Smith 

8 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Youth Council  

10 
 
 
Marlene  
Joseph 
Eragon  
Medley 
 
Bible Study 
 

11 
 
 
 

12 13 
 
 
Kaitlyn 
Altman 

14 
 
 
Beth Jones 
Brianna 
Toosley 

15 
 
 
Kathy Todd 
 
 
 
 
Deacon  
Meeting 
 

16 
 
 
Josh Evans 
 
 
 
 
Youth Group 

17 
 
 
Ron & Mary 
Long 
 
 
 
Bible Study 

18 19 
 
 
Lonetta Felz 
Jamie Medley 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Women’s 
Prayer 
Craft Day 

21 
 
 
Rob Hill 
 

22 23 
 
 
Ron Felz 
 
 
 
 
Youth Group 

24 
 
 
Donna  
Lewellen 
 
 
 
Bible Study 

25 
 
 
Vernie 
Criswell 

26 27 

28 
 
 
Stephanie 
Felz 
Jeff & Jenni-
fer Crowel 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Youth Council  

1 
 
 
Ben Anderson 
Jamie  
Campbell 

2 3 4 
 
 
Ron & Pam 
Simons 

5 
 
 
Mary Long 
Donna Wilson  
Mary Black 



    

Cards and Visits In Your Moment of  
Need... 

In your moment of 
need please feel free to 
call:                                                       
 

Pastor Ken Smith                             
Phone: 574-826-4307                    
Pager: 574-722-0173 

Or one of our Deacons: 
Ron Felz          574-965-4239  
Rob Hill           574-686-2092 
Alan Sickler    574-943-3236  
Judy Miller     574-943-3447   
Ron Simons    574-943-3382           
Gloria Heber  765-564-4386    

9714 N 700 W 
Delphi, IN  46923 

Phone: Phone: Phone: Phone:     
574574574574----965965965965----2731273127312731    

Ken Smith, PastorKen Smith, PastorKen Smith, PastorKen Smith, Pastor    

The friendly church at the 
side of the road! 

HICKORY GROVE HICKORY GROVE HICKORY GROVE HICKORY GROVE 
CHURCHCHURCHCHURCHCHURCH    

People who may appreciate your cards, prayers and visits: 

Ann Conrad 
111S  Wayne St. 
Flora, In 46929-1362  
 

Dee Davis 
306 S Illinois St. 
Monticello, IN 47960 
574-583-7234 
 

Don Dill  
White Oak 814 S 6th Street,  
Monticello IN 47960  
 

Wanda Gayer 
White Oak 814 S 6th Street 
Room 217B  
Monticello, IN, 47960 

Irma Jenni  
White Oak 814 S 6th Street, 
Monticello IN 47960  
Joan Mikesell 
White Oak 814 S 6th Street,  
Monticello IN 47960  
 
 

Roger Stewart 
322 South East Street 
Tipton, IN  46072  
 
 
 

Have something you want to share... Sundays in Review... 

Brenda White-Johns 
9457 W 650 N,  Delphi, IN 

46923           
574-965-2795 

johns4@ytci.com 

Did you miss a Sunday recently? No 
problem, you can now borrow a taped 
copy of the Sunday service! Copies are 
made every Sunday to be distributed to Shut-ins or 
those who were absent for whatever reason. Just 
contact anyone from the church, and they can get 
you a copy! 

If you have any minutes to meetings, class party info or  anything 
you think the rest of us might enjoy hearing about, please get it to 
Amy or Brenda.  We can be reached at: 

Amy White-Spitzer 
605  Hanawalt Rd, Monticello, IN 

47960              
574-870-0793 

whispi@centurylink.net 


