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I Timothy 6: 6-11 “But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and 
we can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. Those who want 
to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into 
ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have 
wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. But you, man of God, flee from all this, and 
pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness”. 
 
    When I think of the word “pursue”, I think I know what that means.  When “most” men go shopping for 
something, it means the hunt is on.  I don’t think about looking for other things, I’m thinking “FIND”.  I will 
hit numerous stores and then realize while I was at one of them there was something else I should have picked 
up.  It’s the old “me hunt, me find, me conquer” mentality.  Everyone stay out of the road until “me succeed”. 
    I think of the term also in game hunting.  It is hard telling how many countless hours I have spent pursuing 
game.  I could sit in a tree stand for hours because I was in pursuit.  I know when Trina and I were dating, I 
had to have driven my Dad to wits end.  Everything I did had an angle of how to spend more time with Trina.  
Let me tell you…I was in pursuit.  I had never had the feelings for anyone else that I had for her before. 
    Then it comes back to “But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 
love, endurance and gentleness”.  I have to ask myself the question: “Do I pursue God with the enthusiasm I 
pursue other things for”?  Do I approach the task with the same energy of: “Everyone stay out of the road until 
“me succeed”?   
A scripture jumped out at me the other day.  It was John 5:12-13.  “They asked him, "Who is the man who said 
to you, 'Pick up your pallet and walk '?" But the man who was healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had 
slipped away while there was a crowd in that place”.  Jesus just slipped away in the crowd.  It was in such a 
fashion that no one really noticed.  Could I possibly let Jesus slip away and never notice?  The answer obvi-
ously yes – if I am not mindful of his presence, if I am not working on my relationship with him, if I am sleep-
ing on the job.  I was not about to let Trina slip away from me.  Dad sat me down and told me all the draw-
backs of falling in love so young….but I didn’t listen to him.  No, not me, I was on a mission.  And I made it. 
So now I offer up this prayer. Dear Jesus, help me to pursue you with more energy and enthusiasm than any 
other thing on earth.  All the things of earth are perishing as I speak, you are the only thing eternal.  If I get too 
busy with other pursuits, please get my attention, remind me of what is “most” important.  May I even become 
a little concerned that if I don’t pursue you, if I am not that interested, you could slip away into the crowd and 
find someone who is interested in pursuing you.  Thanks for the promise that if I seek, I will find.   …me 
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I have said many times it is time for Christians to quit being polite and speak the truth in love.  We need be 
more concerned with what God has us say than what people want to hear.  Below is a speech that went viral by 
a Christian college president.  I’ve got to share this one.  Thank you Dr. Piper for telling it like it is.     
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This is Not a Day Care. It’s a University! 
November 23, 2015;  Dr. Everett Piper, President;  Oklahoma Wesleyan University. 
“This past week, I actually had a student come forward after a university chapel service and complain because 
he felt “victimized” by a sermon on the topic of 1 Corinthians 13. It appears that this young scholar felt of-
fended because a homily on love made him feel bad for not showing love. In his mind, the speaker was wrong 
for making him, and his peers, feel uncomfortable. 
I’m not making this up. Our culture has actually taught our kids to be this self-absorbed and narcissistic. Any 
time their feelings are hurt, they are the victims. Anyone who dares challenge them and, thus, makes them 
“feel bad” about themselves, is a “hater,” a “bigot,” an “oppressor,” and a “victimizer.” 
I have a message for this young man and all others who care to listen. That feeling of discomfort you have af-
ter listening to a sermon is called a conscience. An altar call is supposed to make you feel bad. It is supposed 
to make you feel guilty. The goal of many a good sermon is to get you to confess your sins—not coddle you in 
your selfishness. The primary objective of the Church and the Christian faith is your confession, not your self-
actualization. 
 
So here’s my advice: 
If you want the chaplain to tell you you’re a victim rather than tell you that you need virtue, this may not be 
the university you’re looking for. If you want to complain about a sermon that makes you feel less than loving 
for not showing love, this might be the wrong place.If you’re more interested in playing the “hater” card than 
you are in confessing your own hate; if you want to arrogantly lecture, rather than humbly learn; if you don’t 
want to feel guilt in your soul when you are guilty of sin; if you want to be enabled rather than confronted, 
there are many universities across the land (in Missouri and elsewhere) that will give you exactly what you 
want, but Oklahoma Wesleyan isn’t one of them. 
At OKWU, we teach you to be selfless rather than self-centered. We are more interested in you practicing per-
sonal forgiveness than political revenge. We want you to model interpersonal reconciliation rather than foment 
personal conflict. We believe the content of your character is more important than the color of your skin. We 
don’t believe that you have been victimized every time you feel guilty and we don’t issue “trigger warnings” 
before altar calls. 
Oklahoma Wesleyan is not a “safe place”, but rather, a place to learn: to learn that life isn’t about you, but 
about others; that the bad feeling you have while listening to a sermon is called guilt; that the way to address it 
is to repent of everything that’s wrong with you rather than blame others for everything that’s wrong with 
them. This is a place where you will quickly learn that you need to grow up. 
This is not a day care. This is a university!” 
http://www.okwu.edu/blog/2015/11/this-is-not-a-day-care-its-a-university/ 
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