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Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events    

January 
 

1st-Happy New Year 
5th-Youth Group 
6th-Golden Agers 
12th-Youth Group 
13th-Bible Study 
14th-Business Meeting 
16th-Women’s Prayer 
18th-Deacon Meeting 
19th-Youth Group 
20th-Bible Study 
26th-Youth Group 
27th-Bible Study Getting To Know You 

 

E^w[r^ B. D[wson 
 
Ed grew up in Portage Indiana and attended a catholic school for a time 
and graduated from Portage High School in 1979.  He attended Purdue 
North Central and EIT and achieved a degree in dental technology.  Dur-
ing his youth and young adult life he was very active in the Boy Scouts and 
earned his Eagle Scout in 1979.  He attended a Biblical Research class 
while in school which was a turning point in his life when he accepted 
Christ. 
 
Ed has never married and has no children.  He was introduced to Hickory 
Grove Church by Jim and Donna Mikesell, whom he is proud to call his 
friends.  Ed currently rents log homes along the Wabash River called the 
“Morels on the Wabash”.  They are beautiful cabins that offer a private 
getaway experience and are located on Georgetown Road, Logansport.  I’m 
sure Ed would love to talk to you about them if you venture out that way! 
 
We are glad Ed has chosen to come to Hickory Grove and look forward to 
getting to know him better! 
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PASTOR ’ S  PEN  

January  2016 

I Timothy 6: 6-11 “But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and 

we can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. Those who want 

to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into 

ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have 

wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. But you, man of God, flee from all this, and 

pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness”. 

 

    When I think of the word “pursue”, I think I know what that means.  When “most” men go shopping for 

something, it means the hunt is on.  I don’t think about looking for other things, I’m thinking “FIND”.  I will 

hit numerous stores and then realize while I was at one of them there was something else I should have picked 

up.  It’s the old “me hunt, me find, me conquer” mentality.  Everyone stay out of the road until “me succeed”. 

    I think of the term also in game hunting.  It is hard telling how many countless hours I have spent pursuing 

game.  I could sit in a tree stand for hours because I was in pursuit.  I know when Trina and I were dating, I 

had to have driven my Dad to wits end.  Everything I did had an angle of how to spend more time with Trina.  

Let me tell you…I was in pursuit.  I had never had the feelings for anyone else that I had for her before. 

    Then it comes back to “But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 

love, endurance and gentleness”.  I have to ask myself the question: “Do I pursue God with the enthusiasm I 

pursue other things for”?  Do I approach the task with the same energy of: “Everyone stay out of the road until 

“me succeed”?   

A scripture jumped out at me the other day.  It was John 5:12-13.  “They asked him, "Who is the man who said 

to you, 'Pick up your pallet and walk '?" But the man who was healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had 

slipped away while there was a crowd in that place”.  Jesus just slipped away in the crowd.  It was in such a 

fashion that no one really noticed.  Could I possibly let Jesus slip away and never notice?  The answer obvi-

ously yes – if I am not mindful of his presence, if I am not working on my relationship with him, if I am sleep-

ing on the job.  I was not about to let Trina slip away from me.  Dad sat me down and told me all the draw-

backs of falling in love so young….but I didn’t listen to him.  No, not me, I was on a mission.  And I made it. 

So now I offer up this prayer. Dear Jesus, help me to pursue you with more energy and enthusiasm than any 

other thing on earth.  All the things of earth are perishing as I speak, you are the only thing eternal.  If I get too 

busy with other pursuits, please get my attention, remind me of what is “most” important.  May I even become 

a little concerned that if I don’t pursue you, if I am not that interested, you could slip away into the crowd and 

find someone who is interested in pursuing you.  Thanks for the promise that if I seek, I will find.   …me 

 

 
 
 

……...Pastor Ken        

 

I have said many times it is time for Christians to quit being polite and speak the truth in love.  We need be 

more concerned with what God has us say than what people want to hear.  Below is a speech that went viral by 

a Christian college president.  I’ve got to share this one.  Thank you Dr. Piper for telling it like it is.     

 

Pastor Ken        

 

This is Not a Day Care. It’s a University! 

November 23, 2015;  Dr. Everett Piper, President;  Oklahoma Wesleyan University. 

“This past week, I actually had a student come forward after a university chapel service and complain because 

he felt “victimized” by a sermon on the topic of 1 Corinthians 13. It appears that this young scholar felt of-

fended because a homily on love made him feel bad for not showing love. In his mind, the speaker was wrong 

for making him, and his peers, feel uncomfortable. 

I’m not making this up. Our culture has actually taught our kids to be this self-absorbed and narcissistic. Any 

time their feelings are hurt, they are the victims. Anyone who dares challenge them and, thus, makes them 

“feel bad” about themselves, is a “hater,” a “bigot,” an “oppressor,” and a “victimizer.” 

I have a message for this young man and all others who care to listen. That feeling of discomfort you have af-

ter listening to a sermon is called a conscience. An altar call is supposed to make you feel bad. It is supposed 

to make you feel guilty. The goal of many a good sermon is to get you to confess your sins—not coddle you in 

your selfishness. The primary objective of the Church and the Christian faith is your confession, not your self-

actualization. 

 

So here’s my advice: 

If you want the chaplain to tell you you’re a victim rather than tell you that you need virtue, this may not be 

the university you’re looking for. If you want to complain about a sermon that makes you feel less than loving 

for not showing love, this might be the wrong place.If you’re more interested in playing the “hater” card than 

you are in confessing your own hate; if you want to arrogantly lecture, rather than humbly learn; if you don’t 

want to feel guilt in your soul when you are guilty of sin; if you want to be enabled rather than confronted, 

there are many universities across the land (in Missouri and elsewhere) that will give you exactly what you 

want, but Oklahoma Wesleyan isn’t one of them. 

At OKWU, we teach you to be selfless rather than self-centered. We are more interested in you practicing per-

sonal forgiveness than political revenge. We want you to model interpersonal reconciliation rather than foment 

personal conflict. We believe the content of your character is more important than the color of your skin. We 

don’t believe that you have been victimized every time you feel guilty and we don’t issue “trigger warnings” 

before altar calls. 

Oklahoma Wesleyan is not a “safe place”, but rather, a place to learn: to learn that life isn’t about you, but 

about others; that the bad feeling you have while listening to a sermon is called guilt; that the way to address it 

is to repent of everything that’s wrong with you rather than blame others for everything that’s wrong with 

them. This is a place where you will quickly learn that you need to grow up. 

This is not a day care. This is a university!” 

http://www.okwu.edu/blog/2015/11/this-is-not-a-day-care-its-a-university/ 

Pastor Ken        
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9714 N 700 W 

Delphi, IN  

46923 

Phone:  

574-965-2731 

Ken Smith, 

Pastor 

January ‘16 

Check out our website at www.hickorygrove.info 

February 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
     1 

 
Martin & 
Donna  
Lewellen 

2 
 
 

3 4 
 
Jim & Mary 
Black 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Youth Group 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Golden Agers 

7 8 9 
 
 
Shannon 
Kelly 

10 
 
Nolan  
Yoakum 

11 12 
 
Diana Bailey 
Mary Alice 
Pickett 
 
 
Youth Group 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bible Study 

14 
 
Mairi  
Cunningham 
Aaron Nacke 
 
 
Business 
Meeting 

15 
 
Susan Hill 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Women’s 
Prayer Mtg 

17 18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deacon Mtg 

19 
 
Myca Hill 
 
 
 
 
Youth Group 

20 
 
Bud Stangle 
Mark & Mary 
Ann Smerdel 
 
 
Bible Study 

21 
 
Tery & Jo Dill 

22 
 
Bob White 

23 

24 
 
Melanie 
Campbell 

25 
 
Tom & Sue 
Armstrong 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Youth Group 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bible Study 

28 
 
Shawna  
Cunningham 

29 30 

1 
 
Cassie Evans 

2 
 
Leisha Hill 
Dan & Roxie 
Foerman 

3 
 
Marlita Jo-
seph 

4 5 
 
Matt Heber 

6 
 
David Veach 

7 
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Submitted by Sherry Hantschel 
On December 2nd, the snow was flying and the wind was blowing, but that didn't stop 16 Golden Agers from 
attending the luncheon at Cindi Anderson's house. Vicki Sickler, and Judy Crowel helped Cindi prepare and 
serve the wonderfully delicious meal. Judy Miller provided the scrumptious desserts. 
We had Rev. Horace Smith, retired pastor from the First Church Of The Nazarene, Logansport, give our 
Christmas devotion. He spoke on the life of St Nicholas.   
Nicholas was born in 270 AD in the village of Patara, which now is the southern coast of Turkey. His wealthy 
parents, who raised him to be a devout Christian, died in an epidemic while Nicholas was still very young. Je-
sus laid it on Nicholas' heart to sell what he owned and give the money to assist the poor, needy, the sick, and 
the suffering. He was made Bishop of Myra as a young man. Under the Roman Emperor Diocletian, Bishop 
Nicholas was exiled & imprisoned. After his release, Constantine asked Nicholas to come back to his own 
country. Nicholas saw a broke family, wanting to be anonymous, he put money into a sock and threw it at the 
house. It went into the chimney, therefore, the prototype of Santa Clause coming down the chimney was born. 
St Nicholas' attire was a Red Cape, representing Jesus' blood, White trim, representing Purity, and he carried 
a shepherd's staff. St Nicholas died December 6,  AD 343, in Myra and buried in his cathedral church, where a 
unique relic, called manna, formed in his grave. The people loved him so much they made a special day to 
celebrate the anniversary of his death, St Nicholas Day, December 6th. He was the prototype of our Santa 
Clause. Bringing toys and gifts to the children. 
It was voted to suspend our meetings until March 2016. So, this will be the last Golden Agers Report until 
March 2016! 
God Bless you all. Have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy New Year!! 

Women’s Fellowship-December 2nd, 2015 

Golden Agers 

Submitted by Brenda Johns 

President Leisha Hill opened meeting with Mary Black 
saying prayer.  Brenda Johns served holiday punch 
while all present provided a wonderful mix of cookies 
to share and then divvy up and take home.  17 women 
answered roll call of “most memorable Christmas 
gift”. 
November minutes were accepted as written.  Vicki 
Criswell gave treasurer report with a balance of 
$2,695.00 at December 1, 2015. 
Lonetta Felz motioned that we give $500 to each the 
Carroll and White county food pantries. Brenda Johns 
2nd motion, motion carried. 
Mary Black passed cards to be signed for sick, shut-ins 
and college students. 
Material aid committee gave report on Emmaus meal 
and bingo prizes for December 12th. We finalized the 
plan for the menu and who is to bring what in the way 
of paper supplies and drinks.  Judy explained to those 
present that were not familiar with these events that 
we annually go to Emmaus and provide a Christmas 
dinner and play bingo. The residents are so thankful 
for the prizes, often choosing things they can give oth-
ers for gifts. Leisha recommended that we take wrap-
ping paper this year as an added benefit to the resi-
dents. Martin and Donna Lewellen will provide music 
and lead caroling with the residents that evening.  
They also spoke of next year’s dinner at Ronald 

McDonald House. Future date to be determined. 
Family night will again be the first Sunday evening in 
March (March 6, 2016) at 6:00.  Carry in dinner.  Glo-
ria Wharff is to look into getting the Golden Throats 
again.  We have several from our church who are in-
volved in the Golden Throats. 
We will not be having women’s fellowship in January 
or February so we passed the committee and host 
signup sheets around and completed most of those. 
Craft day will be Friday and Saturday, January 8th and 
overnight into 9th. 
We revealed secret sisters tonight!  Several new faces 
were at our meeting due to this. It was nice to have 
them and welcome them back any time.  We will start 
up new secret sisters after the first of the year. 
Old Business – Christmas Shoe Box collection went 
well.  Tammy Veach reported 217 were collected/made 
this year.  This is up from 186 last year. 
We played the “Left Right” game for our ornament 
swap which is always a lot of fun and then divided up 
the remaining cookies to take home. 
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For the Young at Heart 

Submitted by Melanie Campbell 
Youth Group will meet the following 
Tuesdays from 6:30-8:00pm at Hickory 
House: January 5, 12, 19, and 26.  Col-
lege age welcome January 5. 
  
Winter Reminder: Youth Group 
will not meet if Delphi and/or 
Twin Lakes schools are cancelled, 
release early, or cancel after-
school activities due to inclement 
weather. 
  
For more information contact Melanie 
Campbell hickory-
house46923@gmail.com or (574) 601-
8189 
 

YOUTH  GROUP  INFO  

CHRISTIAN  RADIO  
STATIONS  

Submitted by Stephanie Felz 
For those who may be interested in listening to Christians music 
or Christian talk radio, here are a few sta-
tions you might tune into! 
90.7 FM (Christian Talk radio) 
100.1 FM (Christian music) 
106.7 FM (Christian  
music) 

Submitted by Helen Hanna 



    

Cards and Visits In Your Moment of  
Need... 

In your moment of 
need please feel free to 
call:                                                       
 

Pastor Ken Smith                             
Phone: 574-826-4307                    
Pager: 574-722-0173 

Or one of our Deacons: 
Ron Felz          574-965-4239  
Rob Hill           574-686-2092 
Alan Sickler    574-943-3236  
Judy Miller     574-943-3447   
Ron Simons    574-943-3382           
Gloria Heber  765-564-4386    

9714 N 700 W 
Delphi, IN  46923 

Phone: Phone: Phone: Phone:     
574574574574----965965965965----2731273127312731    

Ken Smith, PastorKen Smith, PastorKen Smith, PastorKen Smith, Pastor    

The friendly church at the 
side of the road! 

HICKORY GROVE HICKORY GROVE HICKORY GROVE HICKORY GROVE 
CHURCHCHURCHCHURCHCHURCH    

People who may appreciate your cards, prayers and visits: 

Ann Conrad 
111S  Wayne St. 
Flora, In 46929-1362  
 

Dee Davis 
306 S Illinois St. 
Monticello, IN 47960 
574-583-7234 
 

Don Dill  
White Oak 814 S 6th Street,  
Monticello IN 47960  
 

Wanda Gayer 
White Oak 814 S 6th Street 
Room 217B  
Monticello, IN, 47960 

Irma Jenni  
White Oak 814 S 6th Street, 
Monticello IN 47960  
Joan Mikesell 
White Oak 814 S 6th Street,  
Monticello IN 47960  
 

Phyllis Wise 
3633 Regal Valley Drive #303 

Lafayette In 47905  
(765) 742-8555  
 

Roger Stewart 
322 South East Street 
Tipton, IN  46072  
 

 
 

Have something you want to share... Sundays in Review... 

Brenda White-Johns 
9457 W 650 N,  Delphi, IN 

46923           
574-965-2795 

johns4@ytci.com 

Did you miss a Sunday recently? No 
problem, you can now borrow a taped 
copy of the Sunday service! Copies are 
made every Sunday to be distributed to Shut-ins or 
those who were absent for whatever reason. Just 
contact anyone from the church, and they can get 
you a copy! 

If you have any minutes to meetings, class party info or  anything 
you think the rest of us might enjoy hearing about, please get it to 
Amy or Brenda.  We can be reached at: 

Amy White-Spitzer 
605  Hanawalt Rd, Monticello, IN 

47960              
574-870-0793 

whispi@centurylink.net 


